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Matters
A brilliant satire of mass culture and the numbing effects of technology, White Noise tells the story of Jack Gladney, a teacher of
Hitler studies at a liberal arts college in Middle America. Jack and his fourth wife, Babette, bound by their love, fear of death, and
four ultramodern offspring, navigate the rocky passages of family life to the background babble of brand-name consumerism. Then
a lethal black chemical cloud, unleashed by an industrial accident, floats over there lives, an "airborne toxic event" that is a more
urgent and visible version of the white noise engulfing the Gladneys—the radio transmissions, sirens, microwaves, and TV
murmurings that constitute the music of American magic and dread.
The Death of Ivan Ilyich was first published in 1886. It is a novella by Leo Tolstoy. It is one of Tolstoy's most celebrated pieces of
late fiction. This work stems in part from Tolstoy's anguished intellectual and spiritual struggles which led to his conversion to
Christianity. Central to the story is an examination on the nature of both life and death, and how man can come to terms with
death's very inevitability. The novella was acclaimed by Vladimir Nabokov and Mahatma Gandhi as the greatest in the whol
Diogenes died by holding his breath. Plato allegedly died of a lice infestation. Diderot choked to death on an apricot. Nietzsche
made a long, soft-brained and dribbling descent into oblivion after kissing a horse in Turin. From the self-mocking haikus of Zen
masters on their deathbeds to the last words (gasps) of modern-day sages, The Book of Dead Philosophers chronicles the deaths
of almost 200 philosophers-tales of weirdness, madness, suicide, murder, pathos and bad luck. In this elegant and amusing book,
Simon Critchley argues that the question of what constitutes a 'good death' has been the central preoccupation of philosophy since
ancient times. As he brilliantly demonstrates, looking at what the great thinkers have said about death inspires a life-affirming
enquiry into the meaning and possibility of human happiness. In learning how to die, we learn how to live.
Designing a new digital social contract for our technological future High technology presents a paradox. In just a few decades, it
has transformed the world, making almost limitless quantities of information instantly available to billions of people and reshaping
businesses, institutions, and even entire economies. But it also has come to rule our lives, addicting many of us to the march of
megapixels across electronic screens both large and small. Despite its undeniable value, technology is exacerbating deep social
and political divisions in many societies. Elections influenced by fake news and unscrupulous hidden actors, the cyber-hacking of
trusted national institutions, the vacuuming of private information by Silicon Valley behemoths, ongoing threats to vital
infrastructure from terrorist groups and even foreign governments—all these concerns are now part of the daily news cycle and are
certain to become increasingly serious into the future. In this new world of endless technology, how can individuals, institutions,
and governments harness its positive contributions while protecting each of us, no matter who or where we are? In this book, a
former Facebook public policy adviser who went on to assist President Obama in the White House offers practical ideas for using
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technology to create an open and accessible world that protects all consumers and civilians. As a computer scientist turned
policymaker, Dipayan Ghosh answers the biggest questions about technology facing the world today. Proving clear and
understandable explanations for complex issues, Terms of Disservice will guide industry leaders, policymakers, and the general
public as we think about how we ensure that the Internet works for everyone, not just Silicon Valley.
A deeply researched warning about how the digital economy threatens artists' lives and work—the music, writing, and visual art that
sustain our souls and societies—from an award-winning essayist and critic There are two stories you hear about earning a living as
an artist in the digital age. One comes from Silicon Valley. There's never been a better time to be an artist, it goes. If you've got a
laptop, you've got a recording studio. If you've got an iPhone, you've got a movie camera. And if production is cheap, distribution is
free: it's called the Internet. Everyone's an artist; just tap your creativity and put your stuff out there. The other comes from artists
themselves. Sure, it goes, you can put your stuff out there, but who's going to pay you for it? Everyone is not an artist. Making art
takes years of dedication, and that requires a means of support. If things don't change, a lot of art will cease to be sustainable. So
which account is true? Since people are still making a living as artists today, how are they managing to do it? William Deresiewicz,
a leading critic of the arts and of contemporary culture, set out to answer those questions. Based on interviews with artists of all
kinds, The Death of the Artist argues that we are in the midst of an epochal transformation. If artists were artisans in the
Renaissance, bohemians in the nineteenth century, and professionals in the twentieth, a new paradigm is emerging in the digital
age, one that is changing our fundamental ideas about the nature of art and the role of the artist in society.
Our fascination with the vampire myth has scarcely diminished since Bram Stoker's publication of the classic Dracula tale in 1897,
but how much of the lore is based in fact and can science explain the origins of horror's most famous fiend? Vampirology charts
the murky waters of the vampire myth - from stories found in many cultures across the globe to our sympathetic pop-culture
renditions today - to investigate how a scientific interpretation may shed light on the fears and phenomena of the vampire myth.
"This is a self-help book on how to argue effectively, conciliate, and gently persuade. The authors admit to getting it wrong in their
own past conversations. One by one, I recognize the same mistakes in me. The world would be a better place if everyone read
this book." -- Richard Dawkins, author of Science in the Soul and Outgrowing God In our current political climate, it seems
impossible to have a reasonable conversation with anyone who has a different opinion. Whether you're online, in a classroom, an
office, a town hall -- or just hoping to get through a family dinner with a stubborn relative -- dialogue shuts down when perspectives
clash. Heated debates often lead to insults and shaming, blocking any possibility of productive discourse. Everyone seems to be
on a hair trigger. In How to Have Impossible Conversations, Peter Boghossian and James Lindsay guide you through the
straightforward, practical, conversational techniques necessary for every successful conversation -- whether the issue is climate
change, religious faith, gender identity, race, poverty, immigration, or gun control. Boghossian and Lindsay teach the subtle art of
instilling doubts and opening minds. They cover everything from learning the fundamentals for good conversations to achieving
expert-level techniques to deal with hardliners and extremists. This book is the manual everyone needs to foster a climate of
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civility, connection, and empathy.
What happens when media and politics become forms of entertainment? As our world begins to look more and more like Orwell's
1984, Neil's Postman's essential guide to the modern media is more relevant than ever. "It's unlikely that Trump has ever read
Amusing Ourselves to Death, but his ascent would not have surprised Postman.” -CNN Originally published in 1985, Neil
Postman’s groundbreaking polemic about the corrosive effects of television on our politics and public discourse has been hailed
as a twenty-first-century book published in the twentieth century. Now, with television joined by more sophisticated electronic
media—from the Internet to cell phones to DVDs—it has taken on even greater significance. Amusing Ourselves to Death is a
prophetic look at what happens when politics, journalism, education, and even religion become subject to the demands of
entertainment. It is also a blueprint for regaining control of our media, so that they can serve our highest goals. “A brilliant,
powerful, and important book. This is an indictment that Postman has laid down and, so far as I can see, an irrefutable one.”
–Jonathan Yardley, The Washington Post Book World
When Harriet Hall graduated from medical school in 1970 and entered the Air Force, she was in a distinct minority. As the second woman
ever to do an Air Force internship, she had to fight for acceptance. Even a patient's 3 year old daughter proclaimed, "Oh, Daddy! That's not a
doctor, that's a lady." She was refused a residency, paid less than her male counterparts, couldn't live on base, and couldn't claim her
husband as a dependent because he wasn't a wife. After six years as a general medical officer in Franco's Spain, she became a family
practice specialist and a flight surgeon, doing everything from delivering babies to flying a B-52. She earned her pilot's license despite being
told "Women aren't supposed to fly," and eventually retired from the Air Force as a full colonel. She is witness to an era when society was
beginning to accept women in traditionally male jobs but didn't entirely like the idea yet. A somewhat warped sense of humor kept her afloat,
and it spices the stories she tells about her own experiences and the patients and colleagues she encountered.
The Death of Industrial Civilization explains how the contemporary ecological crisis within industrial society is caused by the values inherent
in unlimited economic growth and competitive materialism. Kassiola shows that the limits-to-growth critique of industrial civilization is the most
effective stance against what seems to be a dominant and invincible social order. He prescribes the social changes that must be
implemented in order to transform industrial society into a sustainable and more satisfying one.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • From the Pulitzer Prize–winning critic comes an impassioned critique of America’s retreat from reason
We live in a time when the very idea of objective truth is mocked and discounted by the occupants of the White House. Discredited
conspiracy theories and ideologies have resurfaced, proven science is once more up for debate, and Russian propaganda floods our
screens. The wisdom of the crowd has usurped research and expertise, and we are each left clinging to the beliefs that best confirm our
biases. How did truth become an endangered species in contemporary America? This decline began decades ago, and in The Death of
Truth, former New York Times critic Michiko Kakutani takes a penetrating look at the cultural forces that contributed to this gathering storm. In
social media and literature, television, academia, and politics, Kakutani identifies the trends—originating on both the right and the left—that
have combined to elevate subjectivity over factuality, science, and common values. And she returns us to the words of the great critics of
authoritarianism, writers like George Orwell and Hannah Arendt, whose work is newly and eerily relevant. With remarkable erudition and
insight, Kakutani offers a provocative diagnosis of our current condition and points toward a new path for our truth-challenged times.
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In recent political debates there has been a significant change in the valence of the word “experts” from a superlative to a near pejorative,
typically accompanied by a recitation of experts’ many failures and misdeeds. In topics as varied as Brexit, climate change and vaccinations
there is a palpable mistrust of experts and a tendency to dismiss their advice. Are we witnessing, therefore, the “death of expertise,” or is the
handwringing about an “assault on science” merely the hysterical reaction of threatened elites? In this new book, Gil Eyal argues that what
needs to be explained is not a one-sided “mistrust of experts” but the two-headed pushmi-pullyu of unprecedented reliance on science and
expertise, on the one hand, coupled with increased suspicion, skepticism and dismissal of scientific findings, expert opinion or even whole
branches of investigation, on the other. The current mistrust of experts, Eyal argues, is best understood as one more spiral in an on-going,
recursive crisis of legitimacy. The “scientization of politics,” of which critics warned in the 1960s, has brought about a politicization of science,
specifically of regulatory and policy science, and the two processes reinforce one another in an unstable, crisis-prone mixture. Eyal
demonstrates that the strategies designed to respond to the crisis - from an increased emphasis on inclusion of laypeople and stakeholders in
scientific research and regulatory decision-making to approaches seeking to generate trust by relying on objective procedures such as
randomized controlled trials (RCTs) – end up exacerbating the crisis, while undermining and contradicting one another. This timely book will
be of great interest to students and scholars in the social sciences and to anyone concerned about the political uses of, and attacks on,
scientific knowledge and expertise.
Pinocchio, The Tale of a Puppet follows the adventures of a talking wooden puppet whose nose grew longer whenever he told a lie and who
wanted more than anything else to become a real boy.As carpenter Master Antonio begins to carve a block of pinewood into a leg for his
table the log shouts out, "Don't strike me too hard!" Frightened by the talking log, Master Cherry does not know what to do until his neighbor
Geppetto drops by looking for a piece of wood to build a marionette. Antonio gives the block to Geppetto. And thus begins the life of
Pinocchio, the puppet that turns into a boy.Pinocchio, The Tale of a Puppet is a novel for children by Carlo Collodi is about the mischievous
adventures of Pinocchio, an animated marionette, and his poor father and woodcarver Geppetto. It is considered a classic of children's
literature and has spawned many derivative works of art. But this is not the story we've seen in film but the original version full of harrowing
adventures faced by Pinnocchio. It includes 40 illustrations.
A collection of short, sharp essays exploring the value of shared and accessible public knowledge in the face of its erosion. The Death of
Public Knowledge argues for the value and importance of shared, publicly accessible knowledge, and suggests that the erosion of its most
visible forms, including public service broadcasting, education, and the network of public libraries, has worrying outcomes for democracy.
With contributions from both activists and academics, this collection of short, sharp essays focuses on different aspects of public knowledge,
from libraries and education to news media and public policy. Together, the contributors record the stresses and strains placed upon public
knowledge by funding cuts and austerity, the new digital economy, quantification and target-setting, neoliberal politics, and inequality. These
pressures, the authors contend, not only hinder democracies, but also undermine markets, economies, and social institutions and spaces
everywhere. Covering areas of international public concern, these polemical, accessible texts include reflections on the fate of schools and
education, the takeover of public institutions by private interests, and the corruption of news and information in the financial sector. They
cover the compromised Greek media during recent EU negotiations, the role played by media and political elites in the Irish property bubble,
the compromising of government policy by corporate interests in the United States and Korea, and the squeeze on public service media in the
United Kingdom, New Zealand, and the United States. Individually and collectively, these pieces spell out the importance of maintaining
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public, shared knowledge in all its forms, and offer a rallying cry for doing so, asserting the need for strong public, financial, and regulatory
support. Contributors Toril Aalberg, Ian Anstice, Philip Augar, Rodney Benson, Aeron Davis, Des Freedman, Wayne Hope, Ken Jones, Bonghyun Lee, Colin Leys, Andrew McGettigan, Michael Moran, Aristotelis Nikolaidis, Justin Schlosberg, Henry Silke, Roger Smith, Peter
Thompson, Janine R. Wedel, Karel Williams, Kate Wright
In the great tradition of the American almanac, The Areas of My Expertise is a brilliant and hilarious compendium of handy reference tables,
fascinating trivia, and sage wisdom on all topics large and small. Although bestsellers such as Poor Richard’s Almanack and The Book of
Lists were certainly valuable, they also were largely true. Here is a different kind of handy desk reference, one in which all of the historical
oddities and amazing true facts are sifted through the singular, illuminating imagination of John Hodgman—which is the nice way of saying: He
made it all up. John Hodgman brings his considerable expertise to bear in answering all of the questions book buyers have been asking:
-What are the mottoes of the 51 United States? THE ANSWER IS PROVIDED -Who were the U.S. presidents who had hooks for hands?
THE ANSWER IS PROVIDED -What role does the Yale secret society “Skull and Bones” play in the secret world government? THERE IS
NO SECRET WORLD GOVERNMENT -What was the menu at the first Thanksgiving, and did it include eels? Technically, that is two
questions, but do not apologize, for John Hodgman shall answer them both . . . LATER. -Aside from a compendium of fake trivia, what is the
best kind of book to write? A SIMPLE TABLE OF THE 55 MOST DRAMATIC LITERARY SITUATIONS PROVIDES THE ANSWER, and John
Hodgman is the author of that table. Imagine if The Book of Lists had been rewritten by Peter Cook and Jorge Luis Borges under the
pseudonym of “John Hodgman” and then renamed The Areas of My Expertise, and you will only begin to have a sense of the dizzying,
uproarious, sublimely weird, and strangely wise journey that is contained within this book (along with all the pages and words). Perfect for
anyone who thirsts for knowledge, and especially for collectors of books of fake trivia, The Areas of My Expertise offers through absurdity a
better understanding of the world we share—and recognizes that while the truth may be stranger than fiction, it is never as strange as lies . . .
or as true. Look out for John Hodgman's latest book, Vacationland, available from Viking in Fall 2017.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • “Comprehensive, enlightening, and terrifyingly timely.”—The New York Times Book Review (Editors'
Choice) WINNER OF THE GOLDSMITH BOOK PRIZE • SHORTLISTED FOR THE LIONEL GELBER PRIZE • NAMED ONE OF THE BEST
BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The Washington Post • Time • Foreign Affairs • WBUR • Paste Donald Trump’s presidency has raised a
question that many of us never thought we’d be asking: Is our democracy in danger? Harvard professors Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt
have spent more than twenty years studying the breakdown of democracies in Europe and Latin America, and they believe the answer is yes.
Democracy no longer ends with a bang—in a revolution or military coup—but with a whimper: the slow, steady weakening of critical institutions,
such as the judiciary and the press, and the gradual erosion of long-standing political norms. The good news is that there are several exit
ramps on the road to authoritarianism. The bad news is that, by electing Trump, we have already passed the first one. Drawing on decades of
research and a wide range of historical and global examples, from 1930s Europe to contemporary Hungary, Turkey, and Venezuela, to the
American South during Jim Crow, Levitsky and Ziblatt show how democracies die—and how ours can be saved. Praise for How Democracies
Die “What we desperately need is a sober, dispassionate look at the current state of affairs. Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt, two of the
most respected scholars in the field of democracy studies, offer just that.”—The Washington Post “Where Levitsky and Ziblatt make their
mark is in weaving together political science and historical analysis of both domestic and international democratic crises; in doing so, they
expand the conversation beyond Trump and before him, to other countries and to the deep structure of American democracy and
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politics.”—Ezra Klein, Vox “If you only read one book for the rest of the year, read How Democracies Die. . . .This is not a book for just
Democrats or Republicans. It is a book for all Americans. It is nonpartisan. It is fact based. It is deeply rooted in history. . . . The best
commentary on our politics, no contest.”—Michael Morrell, former Acting Director of the Central Intelligence Agency (via Twitter) “A smart and
deeply informed book about the ways in which democracy is being undermined in dozens of countries around the world, and in ways that are
perfectly legal.”—Fareed Zakaria, CNN

In an age of new threats to international security, the old rules of war are rapidly being discarded. The great powers are moving
toward norms less restrictive of intervention, preemption, and preventive war. This evolution is taking place not only in the United
States but also in many of the world's most powerful nations, including Russia, France, and Japan, among others. As centuries of
tradition and law are overturned, will preventive warfare push the world into chaos? Eve of Destruction is a provocative
contribution to a growing international debate over the acceptance of preventive military action. In the first work to identify the
trends that have led to a coming age of preventive war, Thomas M. Nichols uses historical analysis as well as interviews with
military officials from around the world to trace the anticipatory use of force from the early 1990s—when the international community
responded to a string of humanitarian crises in Somalia, Bosnia, and Kosovo—to today's current and potential actions against
rogue states and terrorists. He makes a case for a bold reform of U.S. foreign policy, and of the United Nations Security Council
itself, in order to avert outright anarchy.
We don’t understand the reactionary mind. As a result, argues Mark Lilla in this timely book, the ideas and passions that shape
today’s political dramas are unintelligible to us. The reactionary is anything but a conservative. He is as radical and modern a
figure as the revolutionary, someone shipwrecked in the rapidly changing present, and suffering from nostalgia for an idealized
past and an apocalyptic fear that history is rushing toward catastrophe. And like the revolutionary his political engagements are
motivated by highly developed ideas. Lilla begins with three twentieth-century philosophers—Franz Rosenzweig, Eric Voegelin, and
Leo Strauss—who attributed the problems of modern society to a break in the history of ideas and promoted a return to earlier
modes of thought. He then examines the enduring power of grand historical narratives of betrayal to shape political outlooks since
the French Revolution, and shows how these narratives are employed in the writings of Europe’s right-wing cultural pessimists
and Maoist neocommunists, American theoconservatives fantasizing about the harmony of medieval Catholic society and radical
Islamists seeking to restore a vanished Muslim caliphate. The revolutionary spirit that inspired political movements across the
world for two centuries may have died out. But the spirit of reaction that rose to meet it has survived and is proving just as
formidable a historical force. We live in an age when the tragicomic nostalgia of Don Quixote for a lost golden age has been
transformed into a potent and sometimes deadly weapon. Mark Lilla helps us to understand why.
An enlightened exploration of history to unite a deeply divided America The political dialogue in America has collapsed. Raw and
bitter emotions such as anger and resentment have crowded out any logical debate. In this investigative tracing of our nation’s
divergent roots, author Seth David Radwell explains that only reasoned analysis and historical perspective can act as salves for
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the irrational political discourse that is raging at present. Two disparate Americas have always coexisted, and Radwell discovered
that the surprising origin of these dual Americas was not an Enlightenment, but two distinct Enlightenments that have been fiercely
competing since the founding of our country. Radwell argues that it is only by embracing Enlightenment principles that we can
build a civilized, progressive, and tolerant society. American Schism reveals • the roots of the rifts in America since its founding
and what is really dividing red and blue America; • the core issues that underlie all of today’s bickering; • a detailed, effective plan
to move forward, commencing what will be a long process of repair and reconciliation. Seth David Radwell changes the nature of
the political debate by fighting unreason with reason, allowing Americans to firmly ground their differing points of view in rationality.
Winner of the 1964 Pulitzer Prize in Nonfiction Anti-Intellectualism in American Life is a book which throws light on many features
of the American character. Its concern is not merely to portray the scorners of intellect in American life, but to say something about
what the intellectual is, and can be, as a force in a democratic society. "As Mr. Hofstadter unfolds the fascinating story, it is no
crude battle of eggheads and fatheads. It is a rich, complex, shifting picture of the life of the mind in a society dominated by the
ideal of practical success." —Robert Peel in the Christian Science Monitor
Analyzes scandals in high-profile institutions, from Wall Street and the Catholic Church to corporate America and Major League
Baseball, while evaluating how an elite American meritocracy rose throughout the past half-century before succumbing to
unprecedented levels of corruption and failure. 75,000 first printing.
The US Department of Justice's National Institute of Justice (NIJ) asked the Institute of Medicine (IOM) of The National Academies
to conduct a workshop that would examine the interface of the medicolegal death investigation system and the criminal justice
system. NIJ was particularly interested in a workshop in which speakers would highlight not only the status and needs of the
medicolegal death investigation system as currently administered by medical examiners and coroners but also its potential to meet
emerging issues facing contemporary society in America. Additionally, the workshop was to highlight priority areas for a potential
IOM study on this topic. To achieve those goals, IOM constituted the Committee for the Workshop on the Medicolegal Death
Investigation System, which developed a workshop that focused on the role of the medical examiner and coroner death
investigation system and its promise for improving both the criminal justice system and the public health and health care systems,
and their ability to respond to terrorist threats and events. Six panels were formed to highlight different aspects of the medicolegal
death investigation system, including ways to improve it and expand it beyond its traditional response and meet growing demands
and challenges. This report summarizes the Workshop presentations and discussions that followed them.
Tom Thomson is Canada's most famous artist and as everyone knows, his short and glorious career was abruptly and brutally
ended on July 8, 1917 under mysterious circumstances. Since the recovery of Thomson's body, theories as to the cause of his
death — accident? murder? — have preoccupied sleuths for close to 100 years. This book weaves together Thomson's life, art and
posthumous mythological presence. The narrative is illustrated with period photos of Thomson and other Group of Seven painters,
plus 20 of his most compelling paintings.
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The fifteenth century saw the evolution of a distinct and powerfully influential European artistic culture. But what does the familiar
phrase Renaissance Art actually refer to? Through engaging discussion of timeless works by artists such as Jan van Eyck,
Leonardo da Vinci, and Michelangelo, and supported by illustrations including colour plates, Tom Nichols offers a masterpiece of
his own as he explores the truly original and diverse character of the art of the Renaissance.

People are now exposed to more information than ever before, provided both by technology and by increasing access to
every level of education. These societal gains, however, have also helped fuel a surge in narcissistic and misguided
intellectual egalitarianism that has crippled informed debates on any number of issues. Today, everyone knows
everything: with only a quick trip through WebMD or Wikipedia, average citizens believe themselves to be on an equal
intellectual footing with doctors and diplomats. All voices, even the most ridiculous, demand to be taken with equal
seriousness, and any claim to the contrary is dismissed as undemocratic elitism. As Tom Nichols shows in The Death of
Expertise, this rejection of experts has occurred for many reasons, including the openness of the internet, the emergence
of a customer satisfaction model in higher education, and the transformation of the news industry into a 24-hour
entertainment machine. Paradoxically, the increasingly democratic dissemination of information, rather than producing an
educated public, has instead created an army of ill-informed and angry citizens who denounce intellectual achievement.
Nichols has deeper concerns than the current rejection of expertise and learning, noting that when ordinary citizens
believe that no one knows more than anyone else, democratic institutions themselves are in danger of falling either to
populism or to technocracy-or in the worst case, a combination of both. The Death of Expertise is not only an exploration
of a dangerous phenomenon but also a warning about the stability and survival of modern democracy in the Information
Age.
Since its original publication, Expert Political Judgment by New York Times bestselling author Philip Tetlock has
established itself as a contemporary classic in the literature on evaluating expert opinion. Tetlock first discusses
arguments about whether the world is too complex for people to find the tools to understand political phenomena, let
alone predict the future. He evaluates predictions from experts in different fields, comparing them to predictions by wellinformed laity or those based on simple extrapolation from current trends. He goes on to analyze which styles of thinking
are more successful in forecasting. Classifying thinking styles using Isaiah Berlin's prototypes of the fox and the
hedgehog, Tetlock contends that the fox--the thinker who knows many little things, draws from an eclectic array of
traditions, and is better able to improvise in response to changing events--is more successful in predicting the future than
the hedgehog, who knows one big thing, toils devotedly within one tradition, and imposes formulaic solutions on illdefined problems. He notes a perversely inverse relationship between the best scientific indicators of good judgement
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and the qualities that the media most prizes in pundits--the single-minded determination required to prevail in ideological
combat. Clearly written and impeccably researched, the book fills a huge void in the literature on evaluating expert
opinion. It will appeal across many academic disciplines as well as to corporations seeking to develop standards for
judging expert decision-making. Now with a new preface in which Tetlock discusses the latest research in the field, the
book explores what constitutes good judgment in predicting future events and looks at why experts are often wrong in
their forecasts.
The Death of ExpertiseThe Campaign against Established Knowledge and Why it MattersOxford University Press
The sixth installment of Bernard Cornwell’s New York Times bestselling series chronicling the epic saga of the making of
England, “like Game of Thrones, but real” (The Observer, London)—the basis for The Last Kingdom, the hit television
series. As the ninth century wanes, Alfred the Great lies dying, his lifelong goal of a unified England in peril, his kingdom
on the brink of chaos. Though his son, Edward, has been named his successor, there are other Saxon claimants to the
throne—as well as ambitious pagan Vikings to the north. Torn between his vows to Alfred and the desire to reclaim his
long-lost ancestral lands in the north, Uhtred, Saxon-born and Viking-raised, remains the king’s warrior but has sworn no
oath to the crown prince. Now he must make a momentous decision that will forever transform his life and the course of
history: to take up arms—and Alfred’s mantle—or lay down his sword and let his liege’s dream of a unified kingdom die
along with him.
Public policy education is oriented around the development of innovative ideas for how to improve governance and make
society better. However, it undervalues a critical tool for translating policy ideas into action: the ability to communicate
ideas broadly, strategically, and effectively. Drawing on his past frustration with translating his research from academia to
the public sphere, Justin Gest has written a primer for public policy students, researchers, and policy professionals on
how to turn analyses and memos into clear and persuasive campaigns. This book outlines the principles, structure, and
target audience for different media essential to policy communication. Including advice from practitioners and illustrative
examples, Gest explains the indispensability of pithiness to clear communication and how to achieve it.
From a writer and producer of HBO's acclaimed apocalyptic drama series The Leftovers, comes a compelling story of
young love and old secrets. Ben Hanson's aimless life has bottomed out after a series of bad decisions, but an
unexpected offer from his father draws him home to Wisconsin. There, he finds his family fractured, still reeling from his
cousin's mysterious death a decade earlier. Lauren Sheehan abandoned her career in medicine after a series of violent
events abroad. Now she's back in the safest place she knows -- the same small Wisconsin town where she and Ben
grew up -- hiding from a world that has only brought her heartache. As Lauren cautiously expands her horizons and Ben
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tries to unravel his family's dark secrets, their paths intersect. Could each be exactly what the other needs? A compelling
family drama and a surprising love story, This Bright River is the work of a natural storyteller, one whose dark humor and
piercing intelligence provide constant, lasting delights.
From Thurber finalist and former star Time columnist Joel Stein comes a "brilliant exploration" (Walter Isaacson) of
America's political culture war and a hilarious call to arms for the elite. "I can think of no one more suited to defend elitism
than Stein, a funny man with hands as delicate as a baby full of soft-boiled eggs." —Jimmy Kimmel, host of Jimmy Kimmel
Live! The night Donald Trump won the presidency, our author Joel Stein, Thurber Prize finalist and former staff writer for
Time Magazine, instantly knew why. The main reason wasn't economic anxiety or racism. It was that he was anti-elitist.
Hillary Clinton represented Wall Street, academics, policy papers, Davos, international treaties and the people who think
they're better than you. People like Joel Stein. Trump represented something far more appealing, which was beating up
people like Joel Stein. In a full-throated defense of academia, the mainstream press, medium-rare steak, and civility, Joel
Stein fights against populism. He fears a new tribal elite is coming to replace him, one that will fend off expertise of all
kinds and send the country hurtling backward to a time of wars, economic stagnation and the well-done steaks doused
with ketchup that Trump eats. To find out how this shift happened and what can be done, Stein spends a week in Roberts
County, Texas, which had the highest percentage of Trump voters in the country. He goes to the home of Trump-loving
Dilbert cartoonist Scott Adams; meets people who create fake news; and finds the new elitist organizations merging both
right and left to fight the populists. All the while using the biggest words he knows.
Looking beyond Putin to understand how today's Russia actually works Media and public discussion tends to understand
Russian politics as a direct reflection of Vladimir Putin's seeming omnipotence or Russia's unique history and culture. Yet
Russia is remarkably similar to other autocracies—and recognizing this illuminates the inherent limits to Putin's power.
Weak Strongman challenges the conventional wisdom about Putin's Russia, highlighting the difficult trade-offs that
confront the Kremlin on issues ranging from election fraud and repression to propaganda and foreign policy. Drawing on
three decades of his own on-the-ground experience and research as well as insights from a new generation of social
scientists that have received little attention outside academia, Timothy Frye reveals how much we overlook about today's
Russia when we focus solely on Putin or Russian exceptionalism. Frye brings a new understanding to a host of crucial
questions: How popular is Putin? Is Russian propaganda effective? Why are relations with the West so fraught? Can
Russian cyber warriors really swing foreign elections? In answering these and other questions, Frye offers a highly
accessible reassessment of Russian politics that highlights the challenges of governing Russia and the nature of modern
autocracy. Rich in personal anecdotes and cutting-edge social science, Weak Strongman offers the best evidence
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available about how Russia actually works.
‘I am damned,’ thinks Bunny Munro in a sudden moment of self-awareness reserved for those who are soon to die. He feels that
somewhere down the line he has made a grave mistake, but this realisation passes in a dreadful heartbeat and is gone—leaving
him in a room at the Grenville Hotel, in his underwear, with nothing but himself and his appetites. Bunny Munro drinks too much,
smokes too much and thinks of sex all the time. Following his wife’s suicide, he takes his nine-years-old son on a trip to recover
from the tragedy. But he is about to discover that his days are numbered. Dark, funny and raunchy, The Death of Bunny Munro is
the story of a man full of emotional atyachar. Written in the high octane, charged prose that has made Nick Cave one of the
world’s most acclaimed lyricists, it is an unforgettable book.
Publisher Description
A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK OF 2020 NAMED A BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR BY * THE WASHINGTON POST * THE
ECONOMIST * NEW SCIENTIST * PUBLISHERS WEEKLY * THE GUARDIAN From one of the most dynamic rising stars in
astrophysics, an “engrossing, elegant” (The New York Times) look at five ways the universe could end, and the mind-blowing
lessons each scenario reveals about the most important concepts in cosmology. We know the universe had a beginning. With the
Big Bang, it expanded from a state of unimaginable density to an all-encompassing cosmic fireball to a simmering fluid of matter
and energy, laying down the seeds for everything from black holes to one rocky planet orbiting a star near the edge of a spiral
galaxy that happened to develop life as we know it. But what happens to the universe at the end of the story? And what does it
mean for us now? Dr. Katie Mack has been contemplating these questions since she was a young student, when her astronomy
professor informed her the universe could end at any moment, in an instant. This revelation set her on the path toward theoretical
astrophysics. Now, with lively wit and humor, she takes us on a mind-bending tour through five of the cosmos’s possible finales:
the Big Crunch, Heat Death, the Big Rip, Vacuum Decay (the one that could happen at any moment!), and the Bounce. Guiding us
through cutting-edge science and major concepts in quantum mechanics, cosmology, string theory, and much more, The End of
Everything is a wildly fun, surprisingly upbeat ride to the farthest reaches of all that we know.
Technology and increasing levels of education have exposed people to more information than ever before. These societal gains,
however, have also helped fuel a surge in narcissistic and misguided intellectual egalitarianism that has crippled informed debates
on any number of issues. Today, everyone knows everything: with only a quick trip through WebMD or Wikipedia, average citizens
believe themselves to be on an equal intellectual footing with doctors and diplomats. All voices, even the most ridiculous, demand
to be taken with equal seriousness, and any claim to the contrary is dismissed as undemocratic elitism. Tom Nichols' The Death of
Expertise shows how this rejection of experts has occurred: the openness of the internet, the emergence of a customer
satisfaction model in higher education, and the transformation of the news industry into a 24-hour entertainment machine, among
other reasons. Paradoxically, the increasingly democratic dissemination of information, rather than producing an educated public,
has instead created an army of ill-informed and angry citizens who denounce intellectual achievement. When ordinary citizens
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believe that no one knows more than anyone else, democratic institutions themselves are in danger of falling either to populism or
to technocracy or, in the worst case, a combination of both. An update to the 2017breakout hit, the paperback edition of The Death
of Expertise provides a new foreword to cover the alarming exacerbation of these trends in the aftermath of Donald Trump's
election. Judging from events on the ground since it first published, The Death of Expertise issues a warning about the stability
and survival of modern democracy in the Information Age that is even more important today.
Welcome to the Post-Truth era— a time in which the art of the lie is shaking the very foundations of democracy and the world as we
know it. The Brexit vote; Donald Trump’s victory; the rejection of climate change science; the vilification of immigrants; all have
been based on the power to evoke feelings and not facts. So what does it all mean and how can we champion truth in in a time of
lies and ‘alternative facts’? In this eye-opening and timely book, Post-Truth is distinguished from a long tradition of political lies,
exaggeration and spin. What is new is not the mendacity of politicians but the public’s response to it and the ability of new
technologies and social media to manipulate, polarise and entrench opinion. Where trust has evaporated, conspiracy theories
thrive, the authority of the media wilt and emotions matter more than facts . Now, one of the UK’s most respected political
journalists, Matthew d’Ancona investigates how we got here, why quiet resignation is not an option and how we can and must
fight back.
Shortlisted for the Miles Franklin, The Death of Noah Glass is a touching portrait of love, loss and regret, now available in a
smaller, competitively priced edition.
A contrarian yet highly engaging account of the spread of illiberal and anti-democratic sentiment throughout our culture that places
responsibility on the citizens themselves. Over the past three decades, citizens of democracies who claim to value freedom,
tolerance, and the rule of law have increasingly embraced illiberal politicians and platforms. Democracy is in trouble--but who is
really to blame? In Our Own Worst Enemy, Tom Nichols challenges the current depictions of the rise of illiberal and antidemocratic movements in the United States and elsewhere as the result of the deprivations of globalization or the malign decisions
of elites. Rather, he places the blame for the rise of illiberalism on the people themselves. Nichols traces the illiberalism of the 21st
century to the growth of unchecked narcissism, rising standards of living, global peace, and a resistance to change. Ordinary
citizens, laden with grievances, have joined forces with political entrepreneurs who thrive on the creation of rage rather than on the
encouragement of civic virtue and democratic cooperation. While it will be difficult, Nichols argues that we need to defend
democracy by resurrecting the virtues of altruism, compromise, stoicism, and cooperation--and by recognizing how good we've
actually had it in the modern world. Trenchant, contrarian, and highly engaging, Our Own Worst Enemy reframes the debate about
how democracies have ended up in this dire state of affairs and what to do about it.
For more than forty years, the United States has maintained a public commitment to nuclear disarmament, and every president
from Ronald Reagan to Barack Obama has gradually reduced the size of America's nuclear forces. Yet even now, over two
decades after the end of the Cold War, the United States maintains a huge nuclear arsenal on high alert and ready for war. The
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Americans, like the Russians, the Chinese, and other major nuclear powers, continue to retain a deep faith in the political and
military value of nuclear force, and this belief remains enshrined at the center of U.S. defense policy regardless of the radical
changes that have taken place in international politics. In No Use, national security scholar Thomas M. Nichols offers a lucid,
accessible reexamination of the role of nuclear weapons and their prominence in U.S. security strategy. Nichols explains why
strategies built for the Cold War have survived into the twenty-first century, and he illustrates how America's nearly unshakable
belief in the utility of nuclear arms has hindered U.S. and international attempts to slow the nuclear programs of volatile regimes in
North Korea and Iran. From a solid historical foundation, Nichols makes the compelling argument that to end the danger of
worldwide nuclear holocaust, the United States must take the lead in abandoning unrealistic threats of nuclear force and then
create a new and more stable approach to deterrence for the twenty-first century.
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