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Strong Motion Jonathan Franzen
***This book has also been published as Where the Moon Isn't.*** Winner of the
2013 Costa First Award "A stunning novel. Ambitious and exquisitely realized . . .
clearly the work of a major new talent." —S. J. Watson, New York Times
bestselling author of Before I Go to Sleep While on vacation with their parents,
Matthew Homes and his older brother snuck out in the middle of the night. Only
Matthew came home safely. Ten years later, Matthew tells us, he has found a
way to bring his brother back... What begins as the story of a lost boy turns into a
story of a brave man yearning to understand what happened that night, in the
years since, and to his very person. Unafraid to look at the shadows of our
hearts, Nathan Filer's rare and brilliant debut The Shock of the Fall shows us the
strength that is rooted in resilience and love.
Jonathan Franzen's Freedom was the runaway most-discussed novel of 2010, an
ambitious and searching engagement with life in America in the twenty-first
century. In The New York Times Book Review, Sam Tanenhaus proclaimed it "a
masterpiece of American fiction" and lauded its illumination, "through the steady
radiance of its author's profound moral intelligence, [of] the world we thought we
knew." In Farther Away, which gathers together essays and speeches written
mostly in the past five years, Franzen returns with renewed vigor to the themes,
both human and literary, that have long preoccupied him. Whether recounting his
violent encounter with bird poachers in Cyprus, examining his mixed feelings
about the suicide of his friend and rival David Foster Wallace, or offering a
moving and witty take on the ways that technology has changed how people
express their love, these pieces deliver on Franzen's implicit promise to conceal
nothing. On a trip to China to see first-hand the environmental devastation there,
he doesn't omit mention of his excitement and awe at the pace of China's
economic development; the trip becomes a journey out of his own prejudice and
moral condemnation. Taken together, these essays trace the progress of unique
and mature mind wrestling with itself, with literature, and with some of the most
important issues of our day. Farther Away is remarkable, provocative, and
necessary.
Compiles the best literary essays of the year originally published in American
periodicals
Jonathan Franzen is one of the most influential, critically-significant and popular
contemporary American novelists. This book is the first full-length study of his
work and attempts to articulate where American fiction is headed after
postmodernism. Stephen Burn provides a comprehensive analysis of each of
Franzen's novels - from his early work to the major success of The Corrections identifying key sources, delineating important narrative strategies, and revealing
how Franzen's themes are reinforced by each novel's structure. Supplementing
this analysis with comparisons to key contemporaries, David Foster Wallace and
Richard Powers, Burn suggests how Franzen's work is indicative of the direction
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of experimental American fiction in the wake of the so-called end of
postmodernism.
The National Book Award–winning author compiles a “thought-provoking
volume” of essays by Joyce Carol Oates, Oliver Sacks, Jaquira Diaz and others
(Publishers Weekly). As Jonathan Franzen writes in his introduction, his main
criterion for selecting The Best American Essays 2016 “was whether an author
had taken a risk.” The resulting volume showcases authorial risk in a variety of
forms, from championing an unpopular opinion to the possibility of ruining a
professional career, or irrevocably alienating one’s family. What’s gained are
essential insights into aspects of the human condition that would otherwise
remain concealed—from questions of queer identity, to the experience of a
sibling’s autism and relationships between students and college professors. The
Best American Essays 2016 includes entries by Alexander Chee, Paul
Crenshaw, Jaquira Diaz, Laura Kipnis, Amitava Kaumar, Sebastian Junger,
Joyce Carol Oates, Oliver Sacks, George Steiner, Thomas Chatterton Williams,
and others.
Jonathan Franzen’s gift for wedding depth and vividness of character with
breadth of social vision has never been more dazzlingly evident than in
Crossroads. It’s December 23, 1971, and heavy weather is forecast for Chicago.
Russ Hildebrandt, the associate pastor of a liberal suburban church, is on the
brink of breaking free of a marriage he finds joyless—unless his wife, Marion, who
has her own secret life, beats him to it. Their eldest child, Clem, is coming home
from college on fire with moral absolutism, having taken an action that will shatter
his father. Clem’s sister, Becky, long the social queen of her high-school class,
has sharply veered into the counterculture, while their brilliant younger brother
Perry, who’s been selling drugs to seventh graders, has resolved to be a better
person. Each of the Hildebrandts seeks a freedom that each of the others
threatens to complicate. Jonathan Franzen’s novels are celebrated for their
unforgettably vivid characters and for their keen-eyed take on contemporary
America. Now, in Crossroads, Franzen ventures back into the past and explores
the history of two generations. With characteristic humor and complexity, and
with even greater warmth, he conjures a world that resonates powerfully with our
own. A tour de force of interwoven perspectives and sustained suspense, its
action largely unfolding on a single winter day, Crossroads is the story of a
Midwestern family at a pivotal moment of moral crisis. Jonathan Franzen’s gift
for melding the small picture and the big picture has never been more dazzlingly
evident.
“Absurdistan is not just a hilarious novel, but a record of a particular peak in the
history of human folly. No one is more capable of dealing with the transition from
the hell of socialism to the hell of capitalism in Eastern Europe than Shteyngart,
the great-great grandson of one Nikolai Gogol and the funniest foreigner alive.”
–Aleksandar Hemon From the critically acclaimed, bestselling author of The
Russian Debutante’s Handbook comes the uproarious and poignant story of one
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very fat man and one very small country Meet Misha Vainberg, aka Snack
Daddy, a 325-pound disaster of a human being, son of the 1,238th-richest man in
Russia, proud holder of a degree in multicultural studies from Accidental College,
USA (don’t even ask), and patriot of no country save the great City of New York.
Poor Misha just wants to live in the South Bronx with his hot Latina girlfriend, but
after his gangster father murders an Oklahoma businessman in Russia, all hopes
of a U.S. visa are lost. Salvation lies in the tiny, oil-rich nation of Absurdistan,
where a crooked consular officer will sell Misha a Belgian passport. But after a
civil war breaks out between two competing ethnic groups and a local warlord
installs hapless Misha as minister of multicultural affairs, our hero soon finds
himself covered in oil, fighting for his life, falling in love, and trying to figure out if
a normal life is still possible in the twenty-first century. With the enormous
success of The Russian Debutante’s Handbook, Gary Shteyngart established
himself as a central figure in today’s literary world—“one of the most talented and
entertaining writers of his generation,” according to The New York Observer. In
Absurdistan, he delivers an even funnier and wiser literary performance. Misha
Vainberg is a hero for the new century, a glimmer of humanity in a world of
dashed hopes.
Ms. Hempel Chronicles is a "deeply affecting" (Los Angeles Times) novel of a
devoted young teacher finding her way Ms. Beatrice Hempel, teacher of seventh
grade, is new—new to teaching, new to the school, newly engaged, and newly
bereft of her idiosyncratic father. Grappling awkwardly with her newness, she
struggles to figure out what is expected of her in life and at work. Is it acceptable
to introduce swear words into the English curriculum, enlist students to write their
own report cards, or bring up personal experiences while teaching a sexeducation class? Sarah Shun-lien Bynum finds characters at their most
vulnerable, then explores those precarious moments in sharp, graceful prose.
From this most innovative of young writers comes another journey down the
rabbit hole to the wonderland of middle school, memory, daydreaming, and the
extraordinary business of growing up.
A great American writer's confrontation with a great European critic—a personal and intellectual
awakening A hundred years ago, the Viennese satirist Karl Kraus was among the most
penetrating and farsighted writers in Europe. In his self-published magazine, Die Fackel, Kraus
brilliantly attacked the popular media's manipulation of reality, the dehumanizing machinery of
technology and consumer capitalism, and the jingoistic rhetoric of a fading empire. But even
though he had a fervent following, which included Franz Kafka and Walter Benjamin, he
remained something of a lonely prophet, and few people today are familiar with his work.
Luckily, Jonathan Franzen is one of them. In The Kraus Project, Franzen, whose "calm,
passionate critical authority" has been praised in The New York Times Book Review, not only
presents his definitive new translations of Kraus but annotates them spectacularly, with
supplementary notes from the Kraus scholar Paul Reitter and the Austrian author Daniel
Kehlmann. Kraus was a notoriously cantankerous and difficult writer, and in Franzen he has
found his match: a novelist unafraid to voice unpopular opinions strongly, a critic capable of
untangling Kraus's often dense arguments to reveal their relevance to contemporary America.
While Kraus is lampooning the iconic German poet and essayist Heinrich Heine and
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celebrating his own literary hero, the Austrian playwright Johann Nestroy, Franzen is
annotating Kraus the way Kraus annotated others, surveying today's cultural and technological
landscape with fearsome clarity, and giving us a deeply personal recollection of his first year
out of college, when he fell in love with Kraus's work. Painstakingly wrought, strikingly original
in form, The Kraus Project is a feast of thought, passion, and literature.
"A hugely absorbing first novel from a writer with a fluid, vivid style and a rare knack for
balancing the pleasure of entertainment with the deeper gratification of insight. More, please.”
—Maggie Shipstead, The New York Times Book Review (Editors’ Choice) "A story about
Russia, the United States, friendship, identity, defection, and deception that is smart, startling,
and worth reading regardless of when you were born.” —Kathryn Schulz, New York Magazine
"Holt's beguiling debut… in which there is no difference between personal and political betrayal,
vividly conjures the anxieties of the Cold War without ever lapsing into nostalgia." —The New
Yorker Sarah Zuckerman and Jennifer Jones are best friends in an upscale part of
Washington, D.C., in the politically charged 1980s. Sarah is the shy, wary product of an
unhappy home: her father abandoned the family to return to his native England; her
agoraphobic mother is obsessed with fears of nuclear war. Jenny is an all-American girl who
has seemingly perfect parents. With Cold War rhetoric reaching a fever pitch in 1982, the tenyear-old girls write letters to Soviet premier Yuri Andropov asking for peace. But only Jenny's
letter receives a response, and Sarah is left behind when her friend accepts the Kremlin's
invitation to visit the USSR and becomes an international media sensation. The girls' icy
relationship still hasn't thawed when Jenny and her parents die tragically in a plane crash in
1985. Ten years later, Sarah is about to graduate from college when she receives a mysterious
letter from Moscow suggesting that Jenny's death might have been a hoax. She sets off to the
former Soviet Union in search of the truth, but the more she delves into her personal Cold War
history, the harder it is to separate facts from propaganda. You Are One of Them is a taut,
moving debut about the ways in which we define ourselves against others and the secrets we
keep from those who are closest to us. In her insightful forensic of a mourned friendship, Holt
illuminates the long lasting sting of abandonment and the measures we take to bring back
those we have lost.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER A NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW Notable Book “So
funny, so sage and above all so incandescently intelligent” (The Chicago Tribune), the New
York Times bestseller Purity is a grand story of youthful idealism, extreme fidelity, and murder,
a daring and penetrating book from “the most intelligent novelist of [his] generation” (The New
Republic), Jonathan Franzen Young Pip Tyler doesn't know who she is. She knows that her
real name is Purity, that she's saddled with $130,000 in student debt, that she's squatting with
anarchists in Oakland, and that her relationship with her mother--her only family--is hazardous.
But she doesn't have a clue who her father is, why her mother chose to live as a recluse with
an invented name, or how she'll ever have a normal life. Enter the Germans. A glancing
encounter with a German peace activist leads Pip to an internship in South America with The
Sunlight Project, an organization that traffics in all the secrets of the world--including, Pip
hopes, the secret of her origins. TSP is the brainchild of Andreas Wolf, a charismatic
provocateur who rose to fame in the chaos following the fall of the Berlin Wall. Now on the lam
in Bolivia, Andreas is drawn to Pip for reasons she doesn't understand, and the intensity of her
response to him upends her conventional ideas of right and wrong. Purity is a grand story of
youthful idealism, extreme fidelity, and murder. The author of The Corrections and Freedom
has imagined a world of vividly original characters--Californians and East Germans, good
parents and bad parents, journalists and leakers--and he follows their intertwining paths
through landscapes as contemporary as the omnipresent Internet and as ancient as the war
between the sexes. Purity is the most daring and penetrating book yet by one of the major
writers of our time.
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A sharp and prescient novel about women in the workplace, the power of Big Tech, and the
looming threat of foreign espionage from Kathy Wang, “a skilled satirist of the northern
California dream” (Harper’s Bazaar) In 2006 Julia Lerner is living in Moscow, a recent
university graduate in computer science, when she’s recruited by Russia’s largest intelligence
agency. By 2018 she’s in Silicon Valley as COO of Tangerine, one of America’s most famous
technology companies. In between her executive management (make offers to promising
startups, crush them and copy their features if they refuse); self promotion (check out her latest
op-ed in the WSJ, on Work/Life Balance 2.0); and work in gender equality (transfer the most
annoying females from her team), she funnels intelligence back to the motherland. But now
Russia's asking for more, and Julia’s getting nervous. Alice Lu is a first generation Chinese
American whose parents are delighted she’s working at Tangerine (such a successful
company!). Too bad she’s slogging away in the lower echelons, recently dumped, and now
sharing her expensive two-bedroom apartment with her cousin Cheri, a perennial “founder’s
girlfriend”. One afternoon, while performing a server check, Alice discovers some unusual
activity, and now she’s burdened with two powerful but distressing suspicions: Tangerine’s
privacy settings aren’t as rigorous as the company claims they are, and the person abusing
this loophole might be Julia Lerner herself. The closer Alice gets to Julia, the more Julia
questions her own loyalties. Russia may have placed her in the Valley, but she's the one who
built her career; isn’t she entitled to protect the lifestyle she’s earned? Part page-turning catand-mouse chase, part sharp and hilarious satire, Impostor Syndrome is a shrewdly-observed
examination of women in tech, Silicon Valley hubris, and the rarely fulfilled but ever-attractive
promise of the American Dream.
It is 1958 and the Phelan clan has gathered to hear Peter Phelan's will, read by the living Peter
himself, an artist whose paintings about members of the family have given him belated critical
recognition. The paintings illuminate the lives of his brother Francis (the exiled hero of
Ironweed), and a family ancestor, Malachi McIlhenny, a true madman beset by demons, and
determined to send them back to hell. Orson Purcell, bastard son of Peter, and half-mad
himself, encounters his first true solace through this obsessive and close-knit family he has
never quite entered; most especially through his Aunt Molly, whose intense love affair holds
secrets that only another love can resurrect. It is through Orson's modern eye that we see the
tragedies, obsessions, and clandestine joys of this singular family. This is climatic work in
William Kennedy's Albany Cycle, riding on the melody of its language and the power of its
story, which is full of surprise, comedy, terror, and earthly delight.
Seminar paper from the year 2008 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,7,
Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz (FTSK, Abteilung Anglistik, Amerikanistik und
Anglophonie ), course: Graduate Seminar American Cities: The Urban Experience in Literary
Texts and Translations, language: English, abstract: The present work is about urbanism and
about how it is typifying the turn-of-the-century American way of life. The first chapter of this
term paper contains a plot synopsis on the novel Strong Motion by Jonathan Franzen depicting
the main characters. The second chapter is about Post-modernism. It describes what the term
means in fact. A main feature of our post-modern times are cities or urban regions. In the
second chapter you will find an interpretation of their meaning and importance in relation to
Post-modernism. After this rather general insight in the present urban spirit of the age I will
proceed by pointing out passages from the novel Strong Motion that document facts about
urbanism and Post-modernism, about certain features of Boston, the Boston area and about
the way people live in these places. The topics are going to be gentrification, the quaternary
sector, the widening gap between rich and poor, fast occurring changes, heterogeneity and
cars. The conclusion will give an outlook on what we may have to expect in the future from
urban regions in a globalized world.
In a remote part of Pennsylvania, an elderly woman allows a man and the small child
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accompanying him to fish on her property. Less than twenty four hours later, she is dead. A
chemist for a multi-national corporation is killed in an isolated park, by the security chief of an
American paramilitary group. His home is broken into by a top Chinese agent and his wife
forcibly interrogated with truth serum. A group of Middle Eastern terrorists attempt to kidnap
the Director of Human resources for the same corporation in a roadside park. The forces of
cultural, racial, and religious purity clash in pursuit of the ultimate technical purity. Attorney
James Ellis is drawn into this curious mix of technology and violence, when he stumbles into
the attempted kidnapping of the corporation's Human Resources manager, while on his way to
meet a client, an old friend of his wife's. This chance encounter will embroil him in events,
which lead from the streets of Cairo, Egypt, to the gleaming towers of Dallas, Texas. Before it
is over, he will learn the price for underestimating the intelligence and resolve of international
terrorists. The cost is more than he imagined.
A selection of favorite quotes that the celebrated literary critic has collected over the decades.
From Dwight Garner, the New York Times book critic, comes a rollicking, irreverent, scabrous,
amazingly alive selection of unforgettable moments from forty years of wide and deep reading.
Garner’s Quotations is like no commonplace book you’ll ever read. If you’ve ever wondered
what’s really going on in the world of letters today, this book will make you sit up and take
notice. Unputdownable!
For the 150th anniversary of Edith Wharton's birth: her three greatest novels, in a coutureinspired deluxe edition featuring a new introduction by Jonathan Franzen Born into a
distinguished New York family, Edith Wharton chronicled the lives of the wealthy, the well born,
and the nouveau riches in fiction that often hinges on the collision of personal passion and
social convention. This volume brings together her best-loved novels, all set in New York. The
House of Mirth is the story of Lily Bart, who needs a rich husband but refuses to marry without
both love and money. The Custom of the Country follows the marriages and affairs of Undine
Spragg, who is as vain, spoiled, and selfish as she is irresistibly fascinating. The Pulitzer Prizewinning The Age of Innocence concerns the passionate bond that develops between the newly
engaged Newland Archer and his finacée's cousin, the Countess Olenska, new to New York
and newly divorced. For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of
classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,800 titles, Penguin Classics
represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and
disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions
and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date
translations by award-winning translators.
Louis Holland arrives in Boston in a spring of ecological upheaval (a rash of earthquakes on
the North Shore) and odd luck: the first one kills his grandmother. Louis tries to maintain his
independence, but falls in love with a Harvard seismologist whose discoveries about the
earthquakes' cause complicate everything.
A New York Times Notable Book of 2011 A Publisher's Weekly Top 10 Book of 2011 A Kirkus
Reviews Top 25 Best Fiction of 2011 Title One of Library Journal's Best Books of 2011 A Salon
Best Fiction of 2011 title One of The Telegraph's Best Fiction Books of the Year 2011 It's the
early 1980s—the country is in a deep recession, and life after college is harder than ever. In the
cafés on College Hill, the wised-up kids are inhaling Derrida and listening to Talking Heads.
But Madeleine Hanna, dutiful English major, is writing her senior thesis on Jane Austen and
George Eliot, purveyors of the marriage plot that lies at the heart of the greatest English
novels. As Madeleine tries to understand why "it became laughable to read writers like
Cheever and Updike, who wrote about the suburbia Madeleine and most of her friends had
grown up in, in favor of reading the Marquis de Sade, who wrote about deflowering virgins in
eighteenth-century France," real life, in the form of two very different guys, intervenes. Leonard
Bankhead—charismatic loner, college Darwinist, and lost Portland boy—suddenly turns up in a
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semiotics seminar, and soon Madeleine finds herself in a highly charged erotic and intellectual
relationship with him. At the same time, her old "friend" Mitchell Grammaticus—who's been
reading Christian mysticism and generally acting strange—resurfaces, obsessed with the idea
that Madeleine is destined to be his mate. Over the next year, as the members of the triangle
in this amazing, spellbinding novel graduate from college and enter the real world, events force
them to reevaluate everything they learned in school. Leonard and Madeleine move to a
biology Laboratory on Cape Cod, but can't escape the secret responsible for Leonard's
seemingly inexhaustible energy and plunging moods. And Mitchell, traveling around the world
to get Madeleine out of his mind, finds himself face-to-face with ultimate questions about the
meaning of life, the existence of God, and the true nature of love. Are the great love stories of
the nineteenth century dead? Or can there be a new story, written for today and alive to the
realities of feminism, sexual freedom, prenups, and divorce? With devastating wit and an
abiding understanding of and affection for his characters, Jeffrey Eugenides revives the
motivating energies of the Novel, while creating a story so contemporary and fresh that it reads
like the intimate journal of our own lives.
Patty and Walter Berglund were the new pioneers of old St. Paul—the gentrifiers, the hands-on
parents, the avant-garde of the Whole Foods generation. Patty was the ideal sort of neighbor,
who could tell you where to recycle your batteries and how to get the local cops to actually do
their job. She was an enviably perfect mother and the wife of Walter's dreams. Together with
Walter—environmental lawyer, commuter cyclist, total family man—she was doing her small part
to build a better world. But now, in the new millennium, the Berglunds have become a mystery.
Why has their teenage son moved in with the aggressively Republican family next door? Why
has Walter taken a job working with Big Coal? What exactly is Richard Katz—outré rocker and
Walter's college best friend and rival—still doing in the picture? Most of all, what has happened
to Patty? Why has the bright star of Barrier Street become "a very different kind of neighbor,"
an implacable Fury coming unhinged before the street's attentive eyes? In his first novel since
The Corrections, Jonathan Franzen has given us an epic of contemporary love and marriage.
Freedom comically and tragically captures the temptations and burdens of liberty: the thrills of
teenage lust, the shaken compromises of middle age, the wages of suburban sprawl, the
heavy weight of empire. In charting the mistakes and joys of Freedom's characters as they
struggle to learn how to live in an ever more confusing world, Franzen has produced an
indelible and deeply moving portrait of our time.
Passionate, strong-minded nonfiction from the National Book Award-winning author of The
Corrections Jonathan Franzen's The Corrections was the best-loved and most-written-about
novel of 2001. Nearly every in-depth review of it discussed what became known as "The
Harper's Essay," Franzen's controversial 1996 investigation of the fate of the American novel.
This essay is reprinted for the first time in How to be Alone, along with the personal essays and
the dead-on reportage that earned Franzen a wide readership before the success of The
Corrections. Although his subjects range from the sex-advice industry to the way a supermax
prison works, each piece wrestles with familiar themes of Franzen's writing: the erosion of civic
life and private dignity and the hidden persistence of loneliness in postmodern, imperial
America. Recent pieces include a moving essay on his father's stuggle with Alzheimer's
disease (which has already been reprinted around the world) and a rueful account of Franzen's
brief tenure as an Oprah Winfrey author. As a collection, these essays record what Franzen
calls "a movement away from an angry and frightened isolation toward an acceptance--even a
celebration--of being a reader and a writer." At the same time they show the wry distrust of the
claims of technology and psychology, the love-hate relationship with consumerism, and the
subversive belief in the tragic shape of the individual life that help make Franzen one of our
sharpest, toughest, and most entertaining social critics.
The climate change is coming. To prepare for it, we need to admit that we can’t prevent it.
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S. Jammu, a young, ambitious Indian woman, is sworn in as police chief of St. Louis where the
acts of private citizens are monitored and the actions of Martin Probst and his family
threatened to destroy her plan
Violet's paralyzing fear of the San Francisco earthquakes changes when her family renovates
an old building. An aftershock dislodges a letter addressed in 1906 to Baby V--and Violet is
certain the disturbing letter is intended for her.

A New York Times Notable Book of the Year The Discomfort Zone is Jonathan
Franzen's tale of growing up, squirming in his own über-sensitive skin, from a "small
and fundamentally ridiculous person," into an adult with strong inconvenient passions.
Whether he's writing about the explosive dynamics of a Christian youth fellowship in the
1970s, the effects of Kafka's fiction on his protracted quest to lose his virginity, or the
web of connections between bird watching, his all-consuming marriage, and the
problem of global warming, Franzen is always feelingly engaged with the world we live
in now. The Discomfort Zone is a wise, funny, and gorgeously written self-portrait by
one of America's finest writers.
A collection of essays from today’s most acclaimed authors—from Cheryl Strayed to
Roxane Gay to Jennifer Weiner, Alexander Chee, Nick Hornby, and Jonathan
Franzen—on the realities of making a living in the writing world. In the literary world, the
debate around writing and commerce often begs us to take sides: either writers should
be paid for everything they do or writers should just pay their dues and count
themselves lucky to be published. You should never quit your day job, but your ultimate
goal should be to quit your day job. It’s an endless, confusing, and often controversial
conversation that, despite our bare-it-all culture, still remains taboo. In Scratch, Manjula
Martin has gathered interviews and essays from established and rising authors to
confront the age-old question: how do creative people make money? As contributors
including Jonathan Franzen, Cheryl Strayed, Roxane Gay, Nick Hornby, Susan Orlean,
Alexander Chee, Daniel Jose Older, Jennifer Weiner, and Yiyun Li candidly and
emotionally discuss money, MFA programs, teaching fellowships, finally getting
published, and what success really means to them, Scratch honestly addresses the
tensions between writing and money, work and life, literature and commerce. The result
is an entertaining and inspiring book that helps readers and writers understand what
it’s really like to make art in a world that runs on money—and why it matters. Essential
reading for aspiring and experienced writers, and for anyone interested in the future of
literature, Scratch is the perfect bookshelf companion to On Writing, Never Can Say
Goodbye, and MFA vs. NYC.
The first critical biography of Jonathan Franzen, exploring the trajectory of his career
and the intersections of his life and work.
Despite the success and significance of Jonathan Franzen's fiction, his work has
received relatively little scholarly attention. Aiming to fill this conspicuous gap, Jonathan
Franzen and the Romance of Community analyzes each of Franzen's five novels in
chronological order to reveal an interior logic animating his work. Integrating various
formal and ideological perspectives to illuminate Franzen's work, Jesús Blanco Hidalga
demonstrates that the concepts of salvation and redemption, typical of romance
narratives, run throughout Franzen's fiction. Even as he re-assesses and expands the
familiar interpretations of Franzen's work, Blanco Hidalga shows how these salvation
narratives are used for self-legitimization not only by the characters, but by the writer
himself. Combining critical rigor with interpretative boldness, Jonathan Franzen and the
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Romance of Community offers a new theoretical approach to a major contemporary
author.
Winner of the 2001 National Book Award for Fiction Nominated for the National Book
Critics Circle Award An American Library Association Notable Book Jonathan Franzen's
third novel, The Corrections, is a great work of art and a grandly entertaining overture to
our new century: a bold, comic, tragic, deeply moving family drama that stretches from
the Midwest at mid-century to Wall Street and Eastern Europe in the age of greed and
globalism. Franzen brings an old-time America of freight trains and civic duty, of Cub
Scouts and Christmas cookies and sexual inhibitions, into brilliant collision with the
modern absurdities of brain science, home surveillance, hands-off parenting, do-ityourself mental healthcare, and the anti-gravity New Economy. With The Corrections,
Franzen emerges as one of our premier interpreters of American society and the
American soul. Enid Lambert is terribly, terribly anxious. Although she would never
admit it to her neighbors or her three grown children, her husband, Alfred, is losing his
grip on reality. Maybe it's the medication that Alfred takes for his Parkinson's disease,
or maybe it's his negative attitude, but he spends his days brooding in the basement
and committing shadowy, unspeakable acts. More and more often, he doesn't seem to
understand a word Enid says. Trouble is also brewing in the lives of Enid's children. Her
older son, Gary, a banker in Philadelphia, has turned cruel and materialistic and is
trying to force his parents out of their old house and into a tiny apartment. The middle
child, Chip, has suddenly and for no good reason quit his exciting job as a professor at
D------ College and moved to New York City, where he seems to be pursuing a
"transgressive" lifestyle and writing some sort of screenplay. Meanwhile the baby of the
family, Denise, has escaped her disastrous marriage only to pour her youth and beauty
down the drain of an affair with a married man--or so Gary hints. Enid, who loves to
have fun, can still look forward to a final family Christmas and to the ten-day Nordic
Pleasurelines Luxury Fall Color Cruise that she and Alfred are about to embark on. But
even these few remaining joys are threatened by her husband's growing confusion and
unsteadiness. As Alfred enters his final decline, the Lamberts must face the failures,
secrets, and long-buried hurts that haunt them as a family if they are to make the
corrections that each desperately needs.
From the internationally acclaimed author of Measuring the World, here is a dazzling
tragicomedy about the three sons of a lost father. Arthur Friedland is a wannabe writer
who one day takes his sons to a performance by the Great Lindemann, Master of
Hypnosis. Arthur declares himself immune to hypnosis and a disbeliever in magic. But
the Great Lindemann knows better, and after he extracts Arthur's deepest secrets and
tells him to make them real, Arthur empties the family bank account and vanishes. He
goes on to become a world-famous author, a master of the mystical. (F is for fake.) But
what of his abandoned boys? The painfully shy Martin grows up to be a priest without a
vocation. (F is for faith, and lack of it.) Eric becomes a financier on the brink of ruin (F is
for fraud), while Ivan, hoping for glory as a painter, instead becomes a forger. (F is for
forgery, too.) During the summer before the global financial crisis, they are thrown
together again with cataclysmic results. Wildly funny and heartbreaking, Daniel
Kehlmann's novel about truth, family, and the terrible power of fortune is a fictional
triumph.
Louis Holland falls in love with a seismologist who discovers that recent Boston
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earthquakes had human causes, in a novel that deals with such issues as
environmental pollution, religious fundamentalism, abortion, and the threat of the
apocalypse
A sharp and provocative new essay collection from the award-winning author of
Freedom and The Corrections The essayist, Jonathan Franzen writes, is like “a firefighter, whose job, while everyone else is fleeing the flames of shame, is to run straight
into them.” For the past twenty-five years, even as his novels have earned him
worldwide acclaim, Franzen has led a second life as a risk-taking essayist. Now, at a
moment when technology has inflamed tribal hatreds and the planet is beset by
unnatural calamities, he is back with a new collection of essays that recall us to more
humane ways of being in the world. Franzen’s great loves are literature and birds, and
The End of the End of the Earth is a passionate argument for both. Where the new
media tend to confirm one’s prejudices, he writes, literature “invites you to ask whether
you might be somewhat wrong, maybe even entirely wrong, and to imagine why
someone else might hate you.” Whatever his subject, Franzen’s essays are always
skeptical of received opinion, steeped in irony, and frank about his own failings. He’s
frank about birds, too (they kill “everything imaginable”), but his reporting and
reflections on them—on seabirds in New Zealand, warblers in East Africa, penguins in
Antarctica—are both a moving celebration of their beauty and resilience and a call to
action to save what we love. Calm, poignant, carefully argued, full of wit, The End of the
End of the Earth provides a welcome breath of hope and reason.

"A towering landmark of postwar Realism. . . . A sustained work of prose so lucid
and fine it seems less written than carved." — David Foster Wallace Otto and
Sophie Bentwood live in a changing neighborhood in Brooklyn. Their stainlesssteel kitchen is newly installed, and their Mercedes is parked curbside. After
Sophie is bitten on the hand while trying to feed a stray, perhaps rabies-infected
cat, a series of small and ominous disasters begin to plague the Bentwoods'
lives, revealing the fault lines and fractures in a marriage—and a
society—wrenching itself apart. First published in 1970 to wide acclaim, Desperate
Characters stands as one of the most dazzling and rigorous examples of the
storyteller's craft in postwar American literature — a novel that, according to Irving
Howe, ranks with "Billy Budd, The Great Gatsby, Miss Lonelyhearts, and Seize
the Day."
Crossing California is a cinematic and unforgettable look at the end of an era, the
turning point when the idealism of the sixties gave way to the pragmatism of the
eighties. California Avenue, in Chicago’s West Rogers Park neighborhood,
separates the upper-middle-class Jewish families on the west from the mostly
middle-class Jewish households east of the divide. This funny and heartbreaking
novel, which spans the Iran hostage crisis through the inauguration of Ronald
Reagan as president, tells the story of three families and their teenage children
living on either side of California. It follows their loves, heartaches, friendships,
and losses during a memorable and defining moment of American history.
The novel is alive and well, thank you very much For the last fifteen years,
whenever a novel was published, John Freeman was there to greet it. As a critic
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for more than two hundred newspapers worldwide, the onetime president of the
National Book Critics Circle, and the former editor of Granta, he has reviewed
thousands of books and interviewed scores of writers. In How to Read a Novelist,
which pulls together his very best profiles (many of them new or completely
rewritten for this volume) of the very best novelists of our time, he shares with us
what he's learned. From such international stars as Doris Lessing, Haruki
Murakami, Salman Rushdie, and Mo Yan, to established American lions such as
Don DeLillo, Norman Mailer, Toni Morrison, Marilynne Robinson, Philip Roth,
John Updike, and David Foster Wallace, to the new guard of Edwidge Danticat,
Dave Eggers, Jonathan Franzen, and more, Freeman has talked to everyone.
What emerges is an instructive and illuminating, definitive yet still idiosyncratic
guide to a diverse and lively literary culture: a vision of the novel as a varied yet
vital contemporary form, a portrait of the novelist as a unique and profound figure
in our fragmenting global culture, and a book that will be essential reading for
every aspiring writer and engaged reader—a perfect companion (or gift!) for
anyone who's ever curled up with a novel and wanted to know a bit more about
the person who made it possible.
The captivating, inside story of the woman who helmed the Washington Post
during one of the most turbulent periods in the history of American media. Winner
of the Pulitzer Prize for Biography In this bestselling and widely acclaimed
memoir, Katharine Graham, the woman who piloted the Washington Post through
the scandals of the Pentagon Papers and Watergate, tells her story—one that is
extraordinary both for the events it encompasses and for the courage, candor,
and dignity of its telling. Here is the awkward child who grew up amid material
wealth and emotional isolation; the young bride who watched her brilliant,
charismatic husband—a confidant to John F. Kennedy and Lyndon
Johnson—plunge into the mental illness that would culminate in his suicide. And
here is the widow who shook off her grief and insecurity to take on a president
and a pressman’s union as she entered the profane boys’ club of the
newspaper business. As timely now as ever, Personal History is an exemplary
record of our history and of the woman who played such a shaping role within
them, discovering her own strength and sense of self as she confronted—and
mastered—the personal and professional crises of her fascinating life.
“Teddy Wayne has written a brilliant book. Karim Issar is one of the freshest,
funniest heroes I’ve come across in a long time.” — Ben Fountain, bestselling
author of Brief Encounters with Che Guevara “An innovative and incisive
meditation on the wages of corporate greed, the fundamental darkness of its
vision lit by the author’s great comic intelligence and wit.” — Kathryn Davis,
author of The Thin Place, Hell: A Novel, and Versailles With a fresh and singular
voice, Teddy Wayne marks his literary debut with the story of one 26 year old
Middle Eastern man’s attempt to live the American Dream in New York City. Like
the award-winning Netherland and The Reluctant Fundamentalist, Kapitoil
provides an absorbing look into American culture and New York finance from an
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outsider’s perspective.
Science fiction stories by the late author are offered in an anthology in which
each story is introduced by another genre luminary, such as Alan Dean Foster,
Poul Anderson, William Gibson, and Ursula K. Le Guin
As he prepares to turn 65, one of America's favorite comedians looks back at his
extraordinary career, highlighting the most powerful and memorable moments of
his long and storied life, and outlines, with his trademark wit and heart, the
absurdities and challenges that come with growing old. 1,000,000 first printing.
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