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Soldiers Statesmen And July 1914
Explains how war spreads through an original analysis of the contagion that brought countries into the First World War.
This provocative examination of major controversies in military history enables readers to learn how scholars approach
controversial topics and provides a model for students in the study and discussion of other historical events. • Provides
compelling examinations of major controversies in military history from the time of the ancient world to the modern day •
Enables readers to see how historians address such topics and understand how their process could be applied to other
topics or research areas • Offers a bibliography specific to each topic to give students looking to do further research a
wealth of options
The First World War had profound consequences both for the evolution of the international system and for domestic
political systems. How and why did the war start? Offering a unique interdisciplinary perspective, this volume brings
together a distinguished group of diplomatic historians and international relations scholars to debate the causes of the
war. Organized around several theoretically based questions, it shows how power, alliances, historical rivalries,
militarism, nationalism, public opinion, internal politics, and powerful personalities shaped decision-making in each of the
major countries in the lead up to war. The emphasis on the interplay of theory and history is a significant contribution to
the dialogue between historians and political scientists, and will contribute to a better understanding of the war in both
disciplines.
In a major reinterpretation, Sean McMeekin rejects the standard notion of the war’s beginning as either a Germano-
Austrian pre-emptive strike or a miscalculation. The key to the outbreak of violence, he argues, lies in St. Petersburg.
Russian statesmen unleashed the war through policy decisions based on imperial ambitions in the Near East.
The unjust conviction of French Jewish Captain Alfred Dreyfus on charges of treason started the Dreyfus affair, a major
event in European anti-Semitism. “This documentary history is designed to introduce the broad outlines and significant
legacies of the Dreyfus affair, from the captain’s arrest in 1894 to the 1998 centennial of J’Accuse, Émile Zola’s
scathing indictment of the French military... This volume, fashioned for a weeklong assignment in a college course,
reproduces the affair’s most celebrated texts, as well as less familiar, but no less telling, documents. Presented as a
chronological narrative, it charts Captain Dreyfus’s case as it unfolded in time, and summarizes the major issues and
debates that have survived for the past century.” (From the preface by Michael Burns) “A fresh and compelling study of
the turn of the century affair in a concise and readable book... A fine compilation of well-chosen documents and lucid
analysis... Beyond making this frequently told tale come to life once again (I literally could not put the book down), Burns
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has given it historical and cultural context.” — Donna F. Ryan, Gallaudet University “Michael Burns’s volume is
imaginatively written, with a keen eye to the drama and desperation of the Dreyfus affair. Its special strength is its learned
attention to the political, military, and cultural contexts. Weaving the author’s own commentary together with documents
from the period, this volume is a splendid guide to one of the most important historical landmarks of our time.” — Michael
R. Marrus, University of Toronto “In both his analysis and his choice of documents, Michael Burns has brilliantly captured
all the complexity and the passion of the Dreyfus affair. I salute his achievement.” — Benjamin F. Martin, Louisiana State
University
EUROPE IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY is a comprehensive text with a teachable chronological approach that is a
bestseller because of its depth and breadth of coverage as well as the strength of its scholarship and the reputation of its
authors. With the help of new co-author, Julie Hessler, the Fifth Edition is enhanced to include greater coverage of the
post-war period. In addition, socio-cultural issues have been brought to the forefront for both Eastern and Western
Europe, including youth movements and feminism. The first half of the text has been streamlined to allow for these
revisions. Finally, this edition includes several new photographs and updated maps. Important Notice: Media content
referenced within the product description or the product text may not be available in the ebook version.
When a Serbian-backed assassin gunned down Archduke Franz Ferdinand in late June 1914, the world seemed
unmoved. Even Ferdinand's own uncle, Franz Josef I, was notably ambivalent about the death of the Hapsburg heir,
saying simply, “It is God's will.” Certainly, there was nothing to suggest that the episode would lead to conflict—much less
a world war of such massive and horrific proportions that it would fundamentally reshape the course of human events. As
acclaimed historian Sean McMeekin reveals in July 1914, World War I might have been avoided entirely had it not been
for a small group of statesmen who, in the month after the assassination, plotted to use Ferdinand's murder as the trigger
for a long-awaited showdown in Europe. The primary culprits, moreover, have long escaped blame. While most accounts
of the war's outbreak place the bulk of responsibility on German and Austro-Hungarian militarism, McMeekin draws on
surprising new evidence from archives across Europe to show that the worst offenders were actually to be found in
Russia and France, whose belligerence and duplicity ensured that war was inevitable. Whether they plotted for war or
rode the whirlwind nearly blind, each of the men involved—from Austrian Foreign Minister Leopold von Berchtold and
German Chancellor Bethmann Hollweg to Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Sazonov and French president Raymond
Poincaré—sought to capitalize on the fallout from Ferdinand's murder, unwittingly leading Europe toward the greatest
cataclysm it had ever seen. A revolutionary account of the genesis of World War I, July 1914 tells the gripping story of
Europe's countdown to war from the bloody opening act on June 28th to Britain's final plunge on August 4th, showing
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how a single month—and a handful of men—changed the course of the twentieth century.
The Unification of Italy in the nineteenth century was the unlikely result of a lengthy and complex process of Italian
‘revival’ (‘Risorgimento’). Few Italians supported Unification and the new rulers of Italy were unable to resolve their
disputes with the Catholic Church, the local power-holders in the South and the peasantry. In this fascinating account,
Martin Clark examines these problems and considers: · The economic, social and religious contexts of Unification, as
well as the diplomatic and military aspects · The roles of Cavour and Garibaldi and also the wider European influences,
particularly those of Britain and France · The recent historiographical shift away from uncritical celebration of the
achievement of Italian unity. Did 'Italian Unification' mean anything more than traditional Piedmontese expansionism?
Was it simply an aspect of European 'secularisation'? Did it involve 'state-building', or just repression? In exploring these
questions and more, Martin Clark offers the ideal introductory account for anyone wishing to understand how modern
Italy was born. This new edition has been revised in the light of recent research and now has a greater emphasis on the
‘losers’ of the conflict, the impact of Unification on the South, and the complexity of the political realities of the times. It
has also been updated with useful additional material such as a Who’s Who and a plate section to go alongside its
carefully chosen selection of original documents.
Germany's imperial era (1871-1918) continues to attract both scholars and the general public alike. The American
historian Roger Chickering has referred to the historiography on the Kaiserreich as an 'extraordinary body of historical
scholarship', whose quality and diversity stands comparison with that of any other episode in European history. This
Companion is a significant addition to this body of scholarship with the emphasis very much on the present and future.
Questions of continuity remain a vital and necessary line of historical enquiry and while it may have been short-lived, the
Kaiserreich remains central to modern German and European history. The volume allows 25 experts, from across the
globe, to write at length about the state of research in their own specialist fields, offering original insights as well as
historiographical reflections, and rounded off with extensive suggestions for further reading. The chapters are grouped
into five thematic sections, chosen to reflect the full range of research being undertaken on imperial German history
today and together offer a comprehensive and authoritative reference resource. Overall this collection will provide
scholars and students with a lively take on this fascinating period of German history, from the nation’s unification in 1871
right up until the end of World War I.
Sample Text
When war broke out in Europe in 1914, it surprised a European population enjoying the most beautiful summer in
memory. For nearly a century since, historians have debated the causes of the war. Some have cited the assassination
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of Archduke Franz Ferdinand; others have concluded it was unavoidable. In Europe’s Last Summer, David Fromkin
provides a different answer: hostilities were commenced deliberately. In a riveting re-creation of the run-up to war,
Fromkin shows how German generals, seeing war as inevitable, manipulated events to precipitate a conflict waged on
their own terms. Moving deftly between diplomats, generals, and rulers across Europe, he makes the complex diplomatic
negotiations accessible and immediate. Examining the actions of individuals amid larger historical forces, this is a
gripping historical narrative and a dramatic reassessment of a key moment in the twentieth-century.
Alphabetically arranged entries, supplemented with maps and primary documents, provide a complete history of the First
World War.
This unprecedented compilation of eyewitness accounts records the thoughts and emotions of American soldiers
spanning nearly 250 years of national history, from the American Revolution to the Afghanistan War. • Offers invaluable
access to the war experiences of U.S. forces throughout history through than 300 eyewitness accounts • Provides a
balanced portrait of eyewitness accounts from both officers and enlisted men • Allow the reader to place the eyewitness
accounts in their proper context via contextual essays and timelines • Describes in detail the Japanese surprise attack on
Pearl Harbor via ten captivating accounts from December 7, 1941 • Spans nearly 250 years of national history, from the
American Revolution to the Afghanistan War
The German Empire was founded in January 1871 not only on the basis of Chancellor Otto von Bismarck's 'blood and
iron' policy but also with the support of liberal nationalists. Under Bismarck and Kaiser Wilhelm II, Germany became the
dynamo of Europe. Its economic and military power were pre-eminent; its science and technology, education, and
municipal administration were the envy of the world; and its avant-garde artists reflected the ferment in European culture.
But Germany also played a decisive role in tipping Europe's fragile balance of power over the brink and into the
cataclysm of the First World War, eventually leading to the empire's collapse in military defeat and revolution in
November 1918. With contributions from an international team of twelve experts in the field, this volume offers an ideal
introduction to this crucial era, taking care to situate Imperial Germany in the larger sweep of modern German history,
without suggesting that Nazism or the Holocaust were inevitable endpoints to the developments charted here.
John Vasquez's The War Puzzle provided one of the most important scientific analyses of the causes of war. The War Puzzle
Revisited updates and extends his groundbreaking work, constructing a scientific explanation of the onset and expansion of war
and the conditions of peace.
Origins of the First World War summarizes the policies, issues and crises that brought Europe to war in 1914. Examining the
strategic and political problems that confronted each of the great powers and the way in which social and economic factors
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influenced the decision-making process, Martel discusses the position of each power and their place in the system of alliances
which dominated international politics. The fourth edition has been revised and updated throughout to incorporate the body of new
scholarship that has appeared since the hundredth anniversary of the outbreak of war. In a clear and accessible manner, it
explains: how and why the alliance system was created how alliances led to a network of complicated strategic commitments how
an escalating series of international crises from the turn of the century fuelled preparations for war why the peculiarities of the
Balkan situation are essential in understanding the outbreak of war in 1914. This book also includes an updated Guide to Further
Reading, Who’s Who of important figures and Glossary of key terms, and the selection of documents has been expanded to
include the key treaties as well as evidence of popular militarism and nationalism. Concise, accessible and analytical, it is essential
introductory reading for all students interested in the origins of the First World War.
"A Companion to the First World War" brings together a team of distinguished historians from 10 countries who contribute 38
substantial and thought-provoking chapters. The volume opens with a section on the state of the world before 1914, as it prepared
for war without anticipating its true nature, and concludes with an examination of the conflict's military, diplomatic, and cultural
legacies. In addition to covering the military history of the war and the individual states involved, contributors explore major themes
such as war crimes, occupations, film, and gender. Reflecting the latest historical research, this Companion enriches our
understanding of the origins, nature, and impact of what remains one of the most devastating events in modern history.
In a compact but comprehensive and clear narrative, this book explores the First World War from a genuinely global perspective.
Putting a human face on the war, William Kelleher Storey takes into account individual decisions and experiences as well as
environmental and technological factors, such as food, geography, manpower, and weapons.
Good strategic assessment does not guarantee success in international relations, but bad strategic assessment dramatically
increases the risk of disastrous failure. The most glaring example of this reality is playing out in Iraq today. But what explains why
states and their leaders are sometimes so good at strategic assessment--and why they are sometimes so bad at it? Part of the
explanation has to do with a state's civil-military relations. In Shaping Strategy, Risa Brooks develops a novel theory of how states'
civil-military relations affect strategic assessment during international conflicts. And her conclusions have broad practical
importance: to anticipate when states are prone to strategic failure abroad, we must look at how civil-military relations affect the
analysis of those strategies at home. Drawing insights from both international relations and comparative politics, Shaping Strategy
shows that good strategic assessment depends on civil-military relations that encourage an easy exchange of information and a
rigorous analysis of a state's own relative capabilities and strategic environment. Among the diverse case studies the book
illuminates, Brooks explains why strategic assessment in Egypt was so poor under Gamal Abdel Nasser prior to the 1967 Arab-
Israeli war and why it improved under Anwar Sadat. The book also offers a new perspective on the devastating failure of U.S.
planning for the second Iraq war. Brooks argues that this failure, far from being unique, is an example of an assessment pathology
to which states commonly succumb.
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Neorealists argue that all states aim to acquire power and that state cooperation can therefore only be temporary, based on a
common opposition to a third country. This view condemns the world to endless conflict for the indefinite future. Based upon
careful attention to actual historical outcomes, this book contends that, while some countries and leaders have demonstrated
excessive power drives, others have essentially underplayed their power and sought less position and influence than their
comparative strength might have justified. Featuring case studies from across the globe, History and Neorealism examines how
states have actually acted. The authors conclude that leadership, domestic politics, and the domain (of gain or loss) in which they
reside play an important role along with international factors in raising the possibility of a world in which conflict does not remain
constant and, though not eliminated, can be progressively reduced.
This is a definitive account of the Austro-Hungarian Royal and Imperial Army during the First World War. Graydon A. Tunstall
shows how Austria-Hungary entered the war woefully unprepared for the ordeal it would endure. When the war commenced, the
Habsburg Army proved grossly under strengthen relative to trained officers and manpower, possessing obsolete weapons and
equipment, and with the vast majority of its troops proved inadequately trained for modern warfare. Well over one million Habsburg
troops mobilized creating an enormous logistical challenge of forging an army from the diverse cultures, languages, economic and
educational backgrounds of the Empire's peoples. Graydon A. Tunstall shows how the army suffered from poor strategic direction
and outdated tactics and facing a two-front offensive against both Russia and Serbia. He charts the army's performance on the
battlefields of Galicia, Serbia, Romania, the Middle East and Italy through to its ultimate collapse in 1918.
The First World War has been described as the "primordial catastrophe of the twentieth century." Arguably, Italian Fascism,
German National Socialism and Soviet Leninism and Stalinism would not have emerged without the cultural and political shock of
World War I. The question why this catastrophe happened therefore preoccupies historians to this day. The focus of this volume is
not on the consequences, but rather on the connection between the Great War and the long 19th century, the short- and long-term
causes of World War I. This approach results in the questioning of many received ideas about the war's causes, especially the
notion of "inevitability."
A panoramic history of the savage combat on the Western Front between 1914 and 1918 that came to define modern warfare. The
Western Front evokes images of mud-spattered men in waterlogged trenches, shielded from artillery blasts and machine-gun fire
by a few feet of dirt. This iconic setting was the most critical arena of the Great War, a 400-mile combat zone stretching from
Belgium to Switzerland where more than three million Allied and German soldiers struggled during four years of almost continuous
combat. It has persisted in our collective memory as a tragic waste of human life and a symbol of the horrors of industrialized
warfare. In this epic narrative history, the first volume in a groundbreaking trilogy on the Great War, acclaimed military historian
Nick Lloyd captures the horrific fighting on the Western Front beginning with the surprise German invasion of Belgium in August
1914 and taking us to the Armistice of November 1918. Drawing on French, British, German, and American sources, Lloyd weaves
a kaleidoscopic chronicle of the Marne, Passchendaele, the Meuse-Argonne, and other critical battles, which reverberated across
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Europe and the wider war. From the trenches where men as young as 17 suffered and died, to the headquarters behind the lines
where Generals Haig, Joffre, Hindenburg, and Pershing developed their plans for battle, Lloyd gives us a view of the war both
intimate and strategic, putting us amid the mud and smoke while at the same time depicting the larger stakes of every encounter.
He shows us a dejected Kaiser Wilhelm II—soon to be eclipsed in power by his own generals—lamenting the botched Schlieffen
Plan; French soldiers piling atop one another in the trenches of Verdun; British infantryman wandering through the frozen
wilderness in the days after the Battle of the Somme; and General Erich Ludendorff pursuing a ruthless policy of total war, leading
an eleventh-hour attack on Reims even as his men succumbed to the Spanish Flu. As Lloyd reveals, far from a site of attrition and
stalemate, the Western Front was a simmering, dynamic “cauldron of war” defined by extraordinary scientific and tactical
innovation. It was on the Western Front that the modern technologies—machine guns, mortars, grenades, and howitzers—were
refined and developed into effective killing machines. It was on the Western Front that chemical warfare, in the form of poison gas,
was first unleashed. And it was on the Western Front that tanks and aircraft were introduced, causing a dramatic shift away from
nineteenth-century bayonet tactics toward modern combined arms, reinforced by heavy artillery, that forever changed the face of
war. Brimming with vivid detail and insight, The Western Front is a work in the tradition of Barbara Tuchman and John Keegan,
Rick Atkinson and Antony Beevor: an authoritative portrait of modern warfare and its far-reaching human and historical
consequences.
Experts consider how the lessons of World War I can help prevent U.S.–China conflict. A century ago, Europe's diplomats
mismanaged the crisis triggered by the murder of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria and the continent plunged into World War
I, which killed millions, toppled dynasties, and destroyed empires. Today, as the hundredth anniversary of the Great War prompts
renewed debate about the war's causes, scholars and policy experts are also considering the parallels between the present
international system and the world of 1914. Are China and the United States fated to follow in the footsteps of previous great
power rivals? Will today's alliances drag countries into tomorrow's wars? Can leaders manage power relationships peacefully? Or
will East Asia's territorial and maritime disputes trigger a larger conflict, just as rivalries in the Balkans did in 1914? In The Next
Great War?, experts reconsider the causes of World War I and explore whether the great powers of the twenty-first century can
avoid the mistakes of Europe's statesmen in 1914 and prevent another catastrophic conflict. They find differences as well as
similarities between today's world and the world of 1914—but conclude that only a deep understanding of those differences and
early action to bring great powers together will likely enable the United States and China to avoid a great war. Contributors Alan
Alexandroff, Graham Allison, Richard N. Cooper, Charles S. Maier, Steven E. Miller, Joseph S. Nye Jr., T. G. Otte, David K.
Richards, Richard N. Rosecrance, Kevin Rudd, Jack Snyder, Etel Solingen, Arthur A. Stein, Stephen Van Evera
World War I constituted a milestone in the development of the United States as a world power. As the European powers
exhausted themselves during the conflict, the U.S. government deployed its growing economic leverage, its military might, and its
diplomacy to shape the outcome of the war and to influence the future of international relations. In The Great War and American
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Foreign Policy, 1914-1924, Robert E. Hannigan challenges the conventional belief that the United States entered World War I only
because its hand was forced, and he disputes the claim that Washington was subsequently driven by a desire to make the world
"safe for democracy." Democratic President Woodrow Wilson's rhetoric emphasized peace, self-determination, and international
cooperation. But his foreign policy, Hannigan claims, is better understood if analyzed against the backdrop of American policy--not
only toward Europe, but also toward East Asia and the rest of the western hemisphere--as it had been developing since the turn of
the twentieth century. On the broadest level, Wilson sought to shore up and stabilize an international order promoted and presided
over by London since the early 1800s, this in the conviction that under such conditions the United States would inevitably ascend
to a global position comparable to, if not eclipsing, that of Great Britain. Hannigan argues, moreover, that these fundamental
objectives continued to guide Wilson's Republican successors in their efforts to stabilize the postwar world. The book reexamines
the years when the United States was ostensibly neutral (1914-17), the subsequent period of American military involvement
(1917-18), the Paris Peace Conference of 1919, the ensuing battle for ratification of the Treaty of Versailles (in 1919-20), and the
activities of Wilson's successors--culminating with the Dawes Plan of 1924.
This volume introduces students to the most controversial incident of the Vietnam War - the My Lai massacre when almost 400
Vietnamese civilians were killed in four hours. The authors discuss the ramifications of the cover-up and the ensuing investigations
for the American public, policymakers, the anti-War movement and the soldiers involved. They examine the causes of the
massacre and the issues of culpability and human rights. The narrative is built around 70 primary documents drawn mainly from
testimony and reports from the government enquiry into the outrage.
An easily accessible resource that showcases the links between using documented primary sources and gaining a more nuanced
understanding of military history. • Covers benchmark documents in U.S. diplomatic and military history from 14 conflicts • Utilizes
document introductions and scholarly analysis to help students understand the primary source materials • Supports document-
based teaching and learning strategies • Ties into Common Core critical thinking guidelines commonly used in high school history
courses for document analysis • Helps students understand the difference between original source material and unsourced claims
made on the Internet
This invaluable text—in an all-new set of chapters—brings together leading international relations scholars to assess the current
theory and research on the causes of war and what promotes peace. Considering fifty years of scientific research, the contributors
provide an accessible overview of current knowledge and an agenda for future research.
The first comprehensive history of Canadians in WWI in forty years, and already hailed as the definitive work on Canadians in the Great War,
At the Sharp End covers the harrowing early battles of 1914—16. Tens of thousands, and then hundreds of thousands, died before the
generals and soldiers found a way to break the terrible stalemate of the front. Based on eyewitness accounts detailed in the letters of ordinary
soldiers, Cook describes the horrible struggle, first to survive in battle, and then to drive the Germans back. At the Sharp End provides both
an intimate look at the Canadian men in the trenches and an authoritative account of the slow evolution in tactics, weapons, and
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advancement. Featuring never-before-published photographs, letters, diaries, and maps, this recounting of the Great War through the
soldiers' eyes is moving, engaging, and thoroughly engrossing.
This volume brings together a distinguished group of international scholars to discuss the major debates in the study of early twentieth-
century Europe. Brings together contributions from a distinguished group of international scholars. Provides an overview of current thinking
on the period. Traces the great political, social and economic upheavals of the time. Illuminates perennial themes, as well as new areas of
enquiry. Takes a pan-European approach, highlighting similarities and differences across nations and regions.
Re-assesses Germany's relationship with the wider world before 1914 by examining the connections between nationalism, transnationalism,
imperialism and globalization.
The First World War, now a century ago, still shapes the world in which we live, and its legacy lives on, in poetry, in prose, in collective
memory and political culture. By the time the war ended in 1918, millions lay dead. Three major empires lay shattered by defeat, those of
Germany, Austria-Hungary, and the Ottomans. A fourth, Russia, was in the throes of a revolution that helped define the rest of the twentieth
century. The Oxford History of the First World War brings together in one volume many of the most distinguished historians of the conflict, in
an account that matches the scale of the events. From its causes to its consequences, from the Western Front to the Eastern, from the
strategy of the politicians to the tactics of the generals, they chart the course of the war and assess its profound political and human
consequences. Chapters on economic mobilization, the impact on women, the role of propaganda, and the rise of socialism establish the
wider context of the fighting at sea and in the air, and which ranged on land from the trenches of Flanders to the mountains of the Balkans
and the deserts of the Middle East. First published for the 90th anniversary of the 1918 Armistice, this highly illustrated revised edition
contains significant new material to mark the 100th anniversary of the war's outbreak.
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