Contemporary Mexican Politics

This cutting-edge book presents a broad picture of global capitalism and
extractivism in contemporary Latin America. Leading scholars examine the
cultural patterns involving gender, ethnicity, and class that lie behind protests in
opposition to extractivist projects and the contrast in responses from state actors
to those movements.

Not since 1959 when Octavio Paz and Samuel Beckett published An Anthology
of Mexican Poetry, has there been a collection which so thoroughly examines the
poetry of the country known for being "too far from God and too close to the
United States." Yet, as Elliott Weinberger writes in his introduction, "Americans
know everything about God, but next to nothing about Mexico—few know that
Mexico-particularly when compared to the United States-is a kind of paradise for
poets." Reversible Monuments introduces this "paradise" to American readers. It
includes major international writers like Alberto Blanco, Pura Lopez Colome, and
David Huerta, as well as exciting younger poets, and poets whose work, while
well-known in the Spanish-speaking world has not yet seen publication in
English. The twenty-five poets represented are as diverse as their American
counterparts: They are urban, educated, younger, well travelled, aware of their
literary heritage, and include Buddhists, feminists, Jewish poets, experimental
poets, darkly brooding poets, and playfully entertaining poets. Until the Poem
Remains by Francisco Hernandez Strip away all the flesh until the poem remains
with the sonorous darkness of bone. And smooth the bone, polish it, sharpen it
until it becomes such a fine needle, that it pierces the tongue without pain though
blood chokes the throat. Reversible Monuments includes a healthy bilingual
selection by each poet, features an introduction by Elliott Weinberger, and
gathers the work of esteemed translators alongside that of younger translators. It
also includes biographies of the poets, notes on the poetry, and an extensive
bibliography of contemporary Mexican poetry.

As the descendants of Mexican immigrants have settled throughout the United
States, a great literature has emerged, but its correspondances with the literature
of Mexico have gone largely unobserved. In Bordering Fires, the first anthology to
combine writing from both sides of the Mexican-U.S. border, Cristina Garc’a
presents a richly diverse cross-cultural conversation. Beginning with Mexican
masters such as Alfonso Reyes and Juan Rulfo, Garc’a highlights historic voices
such as “the godfather of Chicano literature” Rudolfo Anaya, and Gloria
Anzaldcea, who made a powerful case for language that reflects bicultural
experience. From the fierce evocations of Chicano reality in Jimmy Santiago
Baca’'s Poem IX to the breathtaking images of identity in Coral Bracho’s poem
“Fish of Fleeting Skin,” from the work of Carlos Fuentes to Sandra Cisneros, Ana
Castillo to Octavio Paz, this landmark collection of fiction, essays, and poetry
offers an exhilarating new vantage point on our continent—and on the best of

contemporary literature. From the Trade Paperback edition.
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Mexico City became one of the centers of architectural modernism in the
Americas in the first half of the twentieth century. Invigorated by insights drawn
from the first published histories of Mexican colonial architecture, which
suggested that Mexico possessed a distinctive architecture and culture,
beginning in the 1920s a new generation of architects created profoundly visual
modern buildings intended to convey Mexico’s unique cultural character. By
midcentury these architects and their students had rewritten the country’s
architectural history and transformed the capital into a metropolis where new
buildings that evoked pre-conquest, colonial, and International Style architecture
coexisted. Through an exploration of schools, a university campus, a government
ministry, a workers’ park, and houses for Diego Rivera and Luis Barragan,
Kathryn O’Rourke offers a new interpretation of modern architecture in the
Mexican capital, showing close links between design, evolving understandings of
national architectural history, folk art, and social reform. This book demonstrates
why creating a distinctively Mexican architecture captivated architects whose
work was formally dissimilar, and how that concern became central to the
profession.

Latin America has produced an impressive body of sociopolitical work, yet these
important texts have never been readily available to a wider audience. This
anthology offers the first serious, broad-ranging collection of English translations
of significant Latin American contributions to social and political thought spanning
the last forty years. lvan Marquez has judiciously selected narratives of
resistance and liberation; ground-breaking texts in Latin American fields of inquiry
such as liberation theology, philosophy, pedagogy, and dependency theory; and
important readings in guerrilla revolution, socialist utopia, and post—Cold War
thought, especially in the realms of democracy and civil society, alternatives to
neoliberalism, and nationalism in the context of globalization. By drawing from an
array of diverse sources, the book demonstrates the linkages among important
tendencies in contemporary Latin America, allowing the reader to discover
common threads among the selections. Highlighting the vitality, diversity, and
originality of Latin American thought, this anthology will be invaluable for students
and scholars across the social sciences and humanities. Contributions by:
Domitila Barrios de Chungara, Leonardo Boff, Ernesto Cardenal, Fernando
Henrigue Cardoso, Jorge G. Castafieda, Evelina Dagnino, Hernando de Soto,
Theotonio Dos Santos, Enrique D. Dussel, Enzo Faletto, Paulo Freire, Eduardo
H. Galeano, Ernesto Che Guevara, Gustavo Gutiérrez, José Ignacio Lopez Vigil,
Carlos Marighella, Ivan Marquez, Rigoberta Menchu, Plinio Apuleyo Mendoza,
Carlos Alberto Montaner, Elena Poniatowska, Raul Prebisch, Carlos Salinas de
Gotari, Roberto Mangabeira Unger, Alvaro Vargas Llosa, and Zapatista Army of
National Liberation.

"Lynn Stephen examines the writing of Elena Poniatowska, showing how it
shaped Mexican political discourse and provides a unique way of understanding

contemporary Mexican history, politics, and culture."--
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This title examines Mexican politics in the wake of Cardenismo, and the dawn of
Miguel Aleman's presidency. This new book focuses on the decade of the 1940s,
and analyzes Alcmanismo into the early years of the 1950s. Based upon a
decade of intensive investigation, it is the first broad and substantial study of the
political life of the Mexican nation during this period, thus opening a new era to
historical investigation. Analytical yet lively, mixing political and cultural history,
Mexico in the 1940s captures the humor, passion, and significance of Mexico
during the World War Il and post-war years when Mexicans entered the era
called "the miracle" because of the nation's economic growth and political
stability. Niblo develops the case that the Mexico of today -- politically and
executively centralized, stressing business and industry, corrupt, ignoring the
needs of the majority of the population -- has its roots in the decade and a half
after 1940. Finally, Mexico in the 1940s offers a unique interpretation of Mexican
domestic politics in this period, including an explanation of how political leaders
were able to reverse the course of the Mexican Revolution in the 1940s; an
original interpretation of corruption in Mexican political life, a phenomenon that
did not end in the 1940s; and an analysis of the relationship between the U.S.
media interests, the Mexican state and the Mexican media companies that still
dominate mass communication today.

Why have dominant parties persisted in power for decades in countries spread
across the globe? Why did most eventually lose? Why Dominant Parties Lose
develops a theory of single-party dominance, its durability, and its breakdown into
fully competitive democracy. Greene shows that dominant parties turn public
resources into patronage goods to bias electoral competition in their favor and
virtually win elections before election day without resorting to electoral fraud or
bone-crushing repression. Opposition parties fail because their resource
disadvantages force them to form as niche parties with appeals that are out of
step with the average voter. When the political economy of dominance erodes,
the partisan playing field becomes fairer and opposition parties can expand into
catchall competitors that threaten the dominant party at the polls. Greene uses
this argument to show why Mexico transformed from a dominant party
authoritarian regime under PRI rule to a fully competitive democracy.

The urgent need to professionalize Mexican police has been recognized since
the early 1990s, but despite even the most well-intentioned promises from
elected officials and police chiefs, few gains have been made in improving police
integrity. Why have reform efforts in Mexico been largely unsuccessful? This
book seeks to answer the question by focusing on Mexico's municipal police,
which make up the largest percentage of the country's police forces. Indeed,
organized crime presents a major obstacle to institutional change, with criminal
groups killing hundreds of local police in recent years. Nonetheless, Daniel Sabet
argues that the problems of Mexican policing are really problems of governance.
He finds that reform has suffered from a number of policy design and

implementation challenges. More importantly, the informal rules of Mexican
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politics have prevented the continuity of reform efforts across administrations,
allowed patronage appointments to persist, and undermined anti-corruption
efforts. Although many advances have been made in Mexican policing, weak
horizontal and vertical accountability mechanisms have failed to create sufficient
incentives for institutional change. Citizens may represent the best hope for
counterbalancing the toxic effects of organized crime and poor governance, but
the ambivalent relationship between citizens and their police must be overcome
to break the vicious cycle of corruption and ineffectiveness.

In 2000, Mexico's long invincible Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) lost the
presidential election to Vicente Fox of the National Action Party (PAN). The
ensuing changeover--after 71 years of PRI dominance--was hailed as the
beginning of a new era of hope for Mexico. Yet the promises of the PAN victory
were not consolidated. In this vivid account of Mexico's recent history, a journalist
with extensive reporting experience investigates the nation's young democracy,
its shortcomings and achievements, and why the PRI is favored to retake the
presidency in 2012.Jo Tuckman reports on the murky, terrifying world of Mexico's
drug wars, the counterproductive government strategy, and the impact of U.S.
policies. She describes the reluctance and inability of politicians to seriously
tackle rampant corruption, environmental degradation, pervasive poverty, and
acute inequality. To make matters worse, the influence of non-elected interest
groups has grown and public trust in almost all institutions--including the Catholic
church--is fading. The pressure valve once presented by emigration is also
closing. Even so, there are positive signs: the critical media cannot be easily
controlled, and small but determined citizen groups notch up significant, if partial,
victories for accountability. While Mexico faces complex challenges that can often
seem insurmountable, Tuckman concludes, the unflagging vitality and
imagination of many in Mexico inspire hope for a better future.

A comprehensive view of the remarkable transformation of Mexico's political
system to a democratic model. The contributors to this volume assess the most
influential institutions, actors, policies and issues in the country's current
evolution toward democratic consolidation.

Mexican women writers have moved to the forefront of their country's literature in
the twentieth century. Among those who began publishing in the 1970s and
1980s are Maria Luisa Puga, Silvia Molina, Brianda Domecq, Carmen Boullosa,
and Angeles Mastretta. Sharing a range of affinities while maintaining distinctive
voices and outlooks, these are the women whom Gabriella de Beer has chosen
to profile in Contemporary Mexican Women Writers. De Beer takes a three-part
approach to each writer. She opens with an essay that explores the writer's
apprenticeship and discusses her major works. Next, she interviews each writer
to learn about her background, writing, and view of herself and others. Finally, de
Beer offers selections from the writer's work that have not been previously
published in English translation. Each section concludes with a complete

bibliographic listing of the writer's works and their English translations. These
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essays, interviews, and selections vividly recreate the experience of being with
the writer and sharing her work, hearing her tell about and evaluate herself, and
reading the words she has written. The book will be rewarding reading for
everyone who enjoys fine writing.

Since the mid-1980s, a dramatic opening in Mexico's political and electoral
processes, combined with the growth of a new civic culture, has created
unprecedented opportunities for women and other previously repressed or
ignored groups to participate in the political life of the nation. In this book, Victoria
Rodriguez offers the first comprehensive analysis of how Mexican women have
taken advantage of new opportunities to participate in the political process
through elected and appointed office, nongovernmental organizations, and
grassroots activism. Drawing on scores of interviews with politically active women
conducted since 1994, Rodriguez looks at Mexican women's political
participation from a variety of angles. She analyzes the factors that have
increased women's political activity: from the women's movement, to the
economic crises of the 1980s and 1990s, to increasing democratization, to the
victory of Vicente Fox in the 2000 presidential election. She maps out the
pathways that women have used to gain access to public life and also the
roadblocks that continue to limit women's participation in politics, especially at
higher levels of government. And she offers hopeful, yet realistic predictions for
women's future participation in the political life of Mexico.

An exploration of politics and government in Mexico during the first decade of the
twenty-first century that covers political development, institutions, culture, society,
domestic policy issues, and foreign relations.

This comprehensive and engaging text explores contemporary Mexico's political,
economic, and social development and examines the most important policy
iIssues facing the country today. Readers will find this widely praised book
continues to be the most current and accessible work available on Mexico’s
politics and policy.

Aesthetics and Politics in the Mexican Film Industry is the first English-language
analysis of what some called a "renaissance” at the turn of the twenty-first
century. It examines the years surrounding Mexico’s presidential elections in
2000 and the fall of the ruling party after seventy one years in power in order to
better understand a moment when politics and cinema shared the limelight.
Moving beyond the international blockbusters, the research evaluates a broad
selection of films, produced from the early 1990s to the present, to help demystify
this period for scholars and students. It explains in clear language how
production methods, audience demographics, and aesthetic approaches have
changed throughout the past two decades of Mexican cinema and how these
changes relate to Mexico's transitions to a democratic political system and free-
market economy.

This is a print on demand edition of a hard to find publication. Contents: (1)

Recent Developments: Parliamentary Elections 2009; Lebanon and Israel;
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Cluster-Bomb Coordinates; Arrests of Alleged Israeli Intelligence Agents; Hariri
Tribunal; (2) U.S. Policy Toward Lebanon; (3) Political Profile: Demography; Civil
War, Occupation, and Taif Reform; Syrian and Israeli Incursions; Taif Agreement;
Syrian Withdrawal and Parliamentary Elections of 2005; U.N. Resolutions and
the Tribunal; Sectarianism and Stability; Political Stalemate; Renewed Sectarian
Violence; Doha Agreement; Unity Govgt.; (4) Current Issues in U.S.-Lebanon
Relations: Confronting Hezbollah; Hezbollah¢ s Al Manar TV; Lebanon-Syria
Relations; The Shib¢a Farms; Extremist Groups in Lebanon; The Lebanese
Armed Forces; (5) U.S. Assistance.

"This book presents the contemporary history and dynamics of Mexican
midwifery - professional, (postymodern or autonomous, traditional and Indigenous
- as profoundly political and embedded in differing societal stratifications. By
politically situated, the authors refer to various intersections, unsettled relations
and contexts in which Mexican midwives are positioned. By situated politics, the
authors refer to various networks, spaces and territories, which are also
constructed by the midwives. Examining Mexican midwiferies in depth, the
volume sharpens the focus on the worlds in which midwives are profoundly
Immersed as agents in generating and participating in movements, alliances,
health professions, communities, homes, territories and knowledges. The
chapters provide a complex panorama of midwives in Mexico with an array of
insights into their professional and political autonomy, (post)coloniality, body-
territoriality, the challenges of defining midwifery, and above all, into the ways in
which contemporary Mexican midwiferies relate to a complex set of human rights.
The book will be of interest to a range of scholars from anthropology, sociology,
politics, global health, gender studies, development studies, and Latin American
studies, as well as to midwives and other professionals involved in childbirth
policy and practice"--

In this history of the social and human sciences in Mexico and the United States,
Karin Alejandra Rosemblatt reveals intricate connections among the
development of science, the concept of race, and policies toward indigenous
peoples. Focusing on the anthropologists, sociologists, biologists, physicians,
and other experts who collaborated across borders from the Mexican Revolution
through World War Il, Rosemblatt traces how intellectuals on both sides of the
Rio Grande forged shared networks in which they discussed indigenous peoples
and other ethnic minorities. In doing so, Rosemblatt argues, they refashioned
race as a scientific category and consolidated their influence within their
respective national policy circles. Postrevolutionary Mexican experts aimed to
transform their country into a modern secular state with a dynamic economy, and
central to this endeavor was learning how to "manage" racial difference and
social welfare. The same concern animated U.S. New Deal policies toward
Native Americans. The scientists' border-crossing conceptions of modernity,
race, evolution, and pluralism were not simple one-way impositions or

appropriations, and they had significant effects. In the United States, the resulting
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approaches to the management of Native American affairs later shaped policies
toward immigrants and black Americans, while in Mexico, officials rejected policy
prescriptions they associated with U.S. intellectual imperialism and racial
segregation.

CMH Pub. 73-3. The Occupation of Mexico is the third in a series of pamphlets
on the Mexican War, which was the U.S. Army's first experience waging an
extended conflict in a foreign land. This brief war is often overlooked by casual
students of history since it occurred so close to the American Civil War and is
overshadowed by the latter's sheer size and scope. Yet, the Mexican War was
instrumental in shaping the geographical boundaries of the United States. At the
conclusion of this conflict, the U.S. had added some one million square miles of
territory. The Mexican War still has much to teach us about projecting force,
conducting operations in hostile territory with a small force that is dwarfed by the
local population, urban combat, the difficulties of occupation, and the courage
and perseverance of individual soldiers. This is one of eight pamphlets by
Stephen A. Carney planned to provide an accessible and readable account of the
U.S. Army's role and achievements in the conflict. Other related products: The
Mexican Expedition, 1916-1917 can be found here:
https://bookstore.gpo.gov/node/50877/edit Mexican-American War resources
collection can be found here: https://bookstore.gpo.gov/catalog/us-military-
history/battles-wars/mexican-american-war

Just as Mexican national life has come to center on the sprawling, dynamic,
almost indefinable metropolis of Mexico City, so recent Mexican cinema has
focused on the city not merely as a setting for films but almost as a protagonist in
its own right, whose conditions both create meaning for and receive meaning
from the human lives lived in its midst. Through close readings of fourteen recent
critically acclaimed films, this book watches Mexican cinema in this process of
producing cultural meaning through its creation, enaction, and interpretation of
the idea of Mexico City. David William Foster analyzes how Mexican filmmakers
have used Mexico City as a vehicle for exploring such issues as crime, living
space, street life, youth culture, political and police corruption, safety hazards,
gender roles, and ethnic and social identities. The book is divided into three
sections. "Politics of the City" examines the films Rojo amanecer, Novia que te
vea, Frida, naturaleza viva, and Sexo, pudor y lagrimas. "Human Geographies"
looks at El Callején de los Milagros, Mecanica nacional, El castillo de la pureza,
Todo el poder, and Lolo. "Mapping Gender" discusses Danzén, De noche vienes,
Esmeralda, La tarea, Lola, and Entre Pancho Villa y una mujer desnuda.

"This is the best introductory text of Mexican politics for American students. The
book keeps an updated account of contemporary events and places them in
comparative perspective. It also explains many idiosyncratic issues of Mexican
politics in a very accessible way. Politics in Mexico is not only a great textbook for
students but also a very useful reference for scholars interested in Mexican
politics"--Provided by publisher.
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"Mexico is immersed in deep transformations. The country has opened to the
world, liberalized its economy and moved to a more democratic system. There is
an obvious need to understand the process. Dan Levy and Kate Bruhn's book is
a well-balanced portrayal of Mexico's contemporary history, and of the role
played by the United States. A must for those interested in understanding what is
going on in Mexico."--Sergio Aguayo, author of "Myths and (Mis)Perceptions:
Changing U.S. Elite Visions of Mexico" "A wonderful guide to the social,
economic, and political changes in contemporary Mexico. It goes a long way to
explaining the concurrent rise of narco-traffic, the victory of Fox, and the
transformation of the Mexican economy in the 1990s. | learned a great deal from
it."--Miguel Centeno, author of "Democracy Within Reason: Technocratic
Revolution in Mexico"

Available again in an appealing new format, this lavish interiors book is an
indispensable guide to modern Mexican style, from the world-class arbiter of cool
interiors, Herbert Ypma. Featuring recent projects from the country's most noted
architects and designers, from thatched huts on the Pacific coast to
contemporary homes in Mexico City, there's also a source guide of colours and
materials to help readers and designers track down the key elements of Mexican
style, and re-create the look.

Diego Rivera’s mural Suefio de una tarde dominical en la Alameda Central is a
fascinating critique of high society and wealthy elites. It also offers a multitude of
other stories that intersect in a web of historical memory. The massive mural, the
histories it depicts, and even its physical journey after a devastating earthquake,
hold answers to many of the questions readers might ask about Mexico. It also
demonstrates how cultural artifacts explain the world around us and expose
intersections and entanglements of specific power dynamics. Modern Mexican
Culture offers an enriching and deep investigation of key ideas and events in
Mexico through an examination of art and history. Experts in Mexican cultural
and literary studies cover the 1968 Tlatelolco student massacre, the figure of the
charro (cowboy), the construct of the postrevolutionary teacher, the class-
correlated construct of gente decente, a borderlands response to the rhetoric of
dominance, and the “democratic transition” in late twentieth-century Mexico.
Each essay is a rich reading experience, providing teachers and students alike
with a deep and well-contextualized sense of Mexican life, culture, and politics.
Each chapter provides a historical grounding of its topic, followed by a
multifaceted analysis through various artistic representations that provide a more
complex view of Mexico. Chapters are accompanied by lists of readily available
murals, political cartoons, plays, pamphlets, posters, films, poems, novels, and
other cultural products. Modern Mexican Culture demonstrates the power of art
and artists to question, explain, and influence the world around us. Contributors:
Rafael Acosta Morales Jacqueline E. Bixler Marta Caminero-Santangelo Debra
A. Castillo Christopher Conway David S. Dalton Stuart A. Day Emily Hind Robert
McKee Irwin Ryan Long Dana A. Meredith Magali Rabasa Luis Alberto
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Rodriguez Cortés Fernando Fabio Sanchez Ignacio M. Sanchez Prado Analisa
Taylor Oswaldo Zavala

This study chronicles recent political events in southern Mexico, up to and
including the July 2000 election of Vincente Fox. the book focuses on the
meaning that Emiliano Zapata, a symbol of land reform and human rights, has
had and now has for rural Mexicans.

A great American crank, in the best sense of the word, Charles Hoy Fort
(1874-1932) spent his life hunting down reports of "anomalous
phenomena"-"damned" events such rains of frogs, cattle mutilations, and UFO
sightings-and studying them from a true outsider's perspective, one that
characterized even objective science as wearing blinders in its approach to them.
In this modern classic of analytical biography, Colin Bennett examines not only
the life of this one-man investigator of real-life X-Files but his work as well,
likening him to such diverse figures that loom in the cultural imagination as Lee
Harvey Oswald and Shakespeare's Hamlet. A must-read for fans of the strange,
this riveting book explores why the 20th century, which gave rise to conspiracy-
theory philosophies and widespread distrust of social authority, embraced Fort so
wholly that his name has been immortalized in the adjective "Fortean." In the
course of a delightfully misspent youth, COLIN BENNETT was employed as both
a musician and as a mercenary soldier. He was far better at the second than at
the first. Educated at Balliol College, Oxford, he is the author of the novels
Infantryman and The Entertainment Bomb, and paranormal nonfiction including
Looking for Orthon, a biography of George Adamski; Politics of the Imagination, a
biography of Charles Fort; and An American Demonology, about the head of the
1950s UFO-hunting agency Project Blue Book.

A study of how a nation's comics artists grapple with economic upheaval
Examines the political, economic, and social transformation Mexico has undergone in recent
decades, and argues that the United States' antagonistic policy toward the nation is doing
more harm than good.

A radical combination of emerging and established Mexican authors of original tales of the
fantastic.

Representative homes built by 12 architects working in Mexico are profiled with text and
numerous color photographs. Modernism as well as the natural and human environment of
Mexico influences all the architects profiled. Categorized under the headings colorists,
personal visions, and functionalists, the profilees include Jorge Robles, Agustin, Hernandez,
Abraham Zambludovksy. Isaac Broid, Carlos Santos Maldonado, and J.B. Johnson. Also
included is an introductory chapter that discusses the history of Mexican design from the
Aztecs to the Modernists. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
"Provocative book on the role of figurative artists (known as Nueva Presencia and Interioristas)
in Mexico during 1960s. Their work demonstrated an interest in the human figure while they
distanced themselves from the social realism of preceding generatio
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