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Bengal Divided Hindu Communalism And Partition
1932 1947
Neeti Nair’s account of the partition in the Punjab rejects the idea that essential
differences between the Hindu and Muslim communities made political settlement
impossible. Far from being an inevitable solution, partition—though advocated by some
powerful Hindus—was a stunning surprise to the majority of Hindus in the region.
A compelling and harrowing examination of the violence that marked the Partition of
India.
With special reference to India.
This work explores some of the constitutive elements in the life and mind of Bengal in
the twentieth century. The author addresses some frequently unasked questions about
the history of modern Bengal. In what way was twentieth-century Bengal different from
'Renaissance' Bengal of the late-nineteenth century? How was a regional identity
consciousness redefined? Did the lineaments of politics in Bengal differ from the
pattern in the rest of India? What social experiences drove the Muslim community's
identity perception? How did Bengal cope with such crises as the impact of World War
II, the famine of 1943 and the communal clashes that climaxed with the Calcutta riots of
1946? The author has chosen a significant period in the history of the region and draws
on a wealth of sources archival and published documents, mainstream dailies, a host of
rare Bengali magazines, memoirs and the literature of the time to tell his story. Looking
closely at the momentous changes taking place in the region's economy, politics and
socio-cultural milieu in the historically transformative years 1920-47, this book highlights
myriad issues that cast a shadow on the decades that followed, arguably till our times.
The issues concerning the Partition of India in 1947 have long been debated both by
Indian and Pakistani historians, but now a leader directly responsible for the Defence
and Foreign Affairs of India has come forward with a historical appraisal that helps both
countries come to a better understanding of the contentions between them. Jaswant
Singh has not written a hagiography of Jinnah, but focused on him as a key figure in the
final deliberations preceding Independence.
The fragmentation of Bengal and Assam in 1947 was a crucial moment in India's sociopolitical history as a nation state. Both the British Indian provinces were divided as
much through the actions of the Muslim League as by those of Congress and the British
colonial power. Attributing partition largely to Hindu communalists is, therefore,
historically inaccurate and factually misleading. The Partition of Bengal and Assam
provides a review of constitutional and party politics as well as of popular attitudes and
perceptions. The primary aim of this book is to unravel the intricate socio-economic and
political processes that led up to partition, as Hindus and Muslims competed ferociously
for the new power and privileges to be conferred on them with independence. As shown
in the book, well before they divorced at a political level, Hindus and Muslims had been
cleaved apart by their socio-economic differences. Partition was probably inevitable.
From being a fringe political party in 2013 to sweeping nearly half of the state's fortytwo Lok Sabha seats in 2019, the BJP has gained ground in West Bengal, aided partly
by the RSS's exponential growth during Mamata Banerjee's chief ministerial tenure
(2011 onwards). With a consistent and concerted criticism of the TMC, the saffron
camp managed to create a strong wave of anti-incumbency. So much so that the BJP's
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prospects of forming the next government in Bengal in 2021 seemed to have
brightened considerably, while the Left, which had ruled Bengal for over three decades,
appears to have been reduced to a fringe political entity. However, the controversy over
the Citizenship Amendment Act and the National Register of Citizens, combined with
Banerjee's course-correction drive, designed by strategist Prashant Kishor, indicate that
she might yet script a turnaround, with Bengal turning into the laboratory of a unique
political experiment. Mission Bengal documents the BJP's extraordinary rise in the state
and attempts to look at these developments in the historical context of Bengal -- from
the rise of Hindu nationalism and Muslim separatism in the nineteenth century, the
Partition and its fallout, the impact of developments in Bangladesh, the influence of
leftist ideals on the psyche of the Bengali people, to the demographic changes in the
state over the past few decades.
This volume explores the timing and causes of the Partition of India in 1947 from the
elections of 1936-7 to the acceptance of the Partition plan. It examines the major
debates surrounding this momentous event and their changing nature over a period of
time.
Bangladesh did not exist as an independent state until 1971. Willem van Schendel's
state-of-the-art history navigates the extraordinary twists and turns that created modern
Bangladesh through ecological disaster, colonialism, partition, a war of independence
and cultural renewal. In this revised and updated edition, Van Schendel offers a
fascinating and highly readable account of life in Bangladesh over the last two
millennia. Based on the latest academic research and covering the numerous historical
developments of the 2010s, he provides an eloquent introduction to a fascinating
country and its resilient and inventive people. A perfect survey for travellers, expats,
students and scholars alike.
This study on Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee will help the readers understand the
circumstances under which he assumed the leading role in the carving out the province
of West Bengal from the littoral that was soon to become the province of East Pakistan.
The role of Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee in demanding the separation of the Hindu
majority districts in the western half of Bengal from the proposed East Pakistan has not
been studied so far or documented. The ‘Right’ historians today try to view it as a
great triumph for the Hindus while ‘Secular’ ones try to paint Syama Prasad as an
‘arch communalist’. Underlying both versions of the story is an assumption that the
partition of Bengal was a much sought after goal pursued by Syama Prasad. Yet an
impassioned examination of the actual documents show that Syama Prasad tried to
work out a formula for the co-existence of the Hindus and the Muslims till the very last.
Only when all attempts, including that of Mahatma Gandhi in the dark days of the
Noakhali riots, failed to dissuade the Muslim League from trying to push the
subcontinent towards partition that Syama Prasad launched his drive for the separation
of the western districts of Bengal from East Pakistan. Partition was the bane of the
Hindu Mahasabha. They had called a hartal on 3 July 1947 to register their disapproval
of the idea. But once partition gained acceptance at all levels, beginning from the
Congress to the Viceroy Lord Mountbatten, Syama Prasad saw no alternative to
making the best of a bad bargain and pushed for partition. The bloodbath of 16 August
1946 in Calcutta and the reprehensible violation of Hindu women in Noakhali the
following October cast the die. He took a leaf out of Master Tara Singh's plans in the
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Punjab for the regrouping of the provinces by isolating the non-Muslim population from
the Muslim majority zones. The Congress Working Committee took the same line
passing a resolution on 8 March 1947 in favour of the isolation of the non-Muslim areas
in the Punjab from the predominantly Muslim ones. This strengthened Syama Prasad’s
case for the partition of Bengal. However, this was a last resort measure failing all other
options. Please note: This title is co-published with Manohar Publishers, Delhi. Taylor &
Francis does not sell or distribute the Hardback in India, Pakistan, Nepal, Bhutan,
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka.
An original and compelling account of the Hindu partitionist movement in Bengal.
Originally presented as the author's thesis (Ph. D.)--Tufts University, 1999.
Works by Indian women writers. In Urmila Banerjee's The Tamarind Tree Murder, a
man who becomes a bigamist kills his mother to save her from finding out, in Ritu
Bhatia's The Smothering, a woman married to an American first rejects her Indian past
to appear more American, then goes back to it when misfortune strikes.
Minorities and the State discusses the plight of two numerically significant religious
minority groups: Hindus in Bangladesh and Muslims in West Bengal, India. The political
vicissitudes in India and Bangladesh have stirred up questions relating to citizenship,
nationality, and identity. In this volume, academics from India, Bangladesh, and Japan
examine the formation of minority identity at the time of partition of India in 1947 and in
subsequent decades. The articles emphasize the crises and coping strategies,
migration, and state- and local-level politics affecting minorities. By utilizing data from
varied sources like field work, archival research, and secondary sources, this volume
explores deprivation and different dimensions of minority life from political, economic,
civil society, gender, and literary perspectives.
This revisionist history of caste politics in twentieth-century Bengal argues that the decline of
caste-based politics in the region was as much the result of coercion as of consent. It traces
this process through the political career of Jogendranath Mandal, the leader of the Dalit
movement in eastern India and a prominent figure in the history of India and Pakistan, over the
transition of Partition and Independence. Utilising Mandal's private papers, this study reveals
both the strength and achievements of his movement for Dalit recognition, as well as the major
challenges and constraints he encountered. Departing from analyses that have stressed the
role of integration, Dwaipayan Sen demonstrates how a wide range of coercions shaped the
eventual defeat of Dalit politics in Bengal. The region's acclaimed 'castelessness' was born of
the historical refusal of Mandal's struggle to pose the caste question.
'Ayesha Jalal's book is an important scholarly account of ... the partition of India in 1947.'
American Historical Review
This examination of the changing pattern of Hindu-Muslim rioting in Bengal provides a much
fuller understanding of the phenomenon of communal identity and its popular response in the
history of India.
To the historian, India's partition and the subsequent birth of Pakistan presents a series of
paradoxes: the Muslim League's sudden rise to power from a relatively insignificant position in
the pre-1940 period; Jinnah - known to be a staunch believer of secular nationalist principles
until the early 1930s - emerging as the major advocate of the Pakistan demand; and finally, the
Congress' acceptance of the partition plan with seeming alacrity, thus relinquishing its vaunted
principles of national unity.
In studying the social, political, and economic history of Bengal during 50 critical years, this
book unravels the complex relationship between imperialism and nationalism in Calcutta and
its hinterland. Here, Ray analyzes both the long-term goals and short-term parochial
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preoccupations of Bengali nationalists in their struggle against imperialism. He examines how
well the Bengalis fared on the all-India platform, how and why Bengali nationalism became
divided within the region, and the movement's ability to penetrate from elite Calcutta to the
grassroots of provincial Bengali society. Throughout, Ray effectively demonstrates that the
dynamics of political change in Bengal lay in the increasing conflict between the European
commercial and administrative elite and the Indian business and professional groups before,
during and after World War I.
The decade of the 1940s was a turbulent one for Bengal. War, famine, riots and partition Bengal witnessed it all, and the unique experience of each of these factors created a space for
diverse social and political forces to thrive and impact the lives of people of the province. The
book embarks on a study of the last seven years of colonial rule in Bengal, analysing the
interplay of multiple socioeconomic and political factors that shaped community identities into
communal ones. The focus is on three major communal riots that the province witnessed - the
Dacca Riots (1941), the Great Calcutta Killings (August 1946) and the Noakhali Riots (October
1946). This book moves beyond the binary understanding of communalism as Hindu versus
Muslim and looks at the caste politics in the province, and offers a complete understanding of
the 1940s before partition.
In 1905, all of Bengal rose in uproar because the British had partitioned the state. Yet in 1947,
the same people insisted on a partition along communal lines. Why did this happen? Exploring
the roots of alienation of the two communities, Nitish Sengupta peels off the layers of events in
this pivotal period in Bengal’s history, casting new light on the roles of figures such as
Chittaranjan Das, Subhas Chandra Bose, Nazrul Islam, Fazlul Huq, H.S. Suhrawardy and
Shyama Prasad Mukherjee. Bengal: The Unmaking of a Nation is a thought-provoking and
important work of scholarship.

This volume traces the changes in the Muslim League from 1920 to 1932. It does
not seek to question the part played by religion in the formation of Pakistan, but
concentrates on the formal structure of politics during this period.
Hinduism is one of the world's oldest and greatest religious traditions. In
captivating prose, Shashi Tharoor untangles its origins, its key philosophical
concepts and texts. He explores everyday Hindu beliefs and practices, from
worship to pilgrimage to caste, and touchingly reflects on his personal beliefs and
relationship with the religion. Not one to shy from controversy, Tharoor is
unsparing in his criticism of 'Hindutva', an extremist, nationalist Hinduism
endorsed by India's current government. He argues urgently and persuasively
that it is precisely because of Hinduism's rich diversity that India has survived and
thrived as a plural, secular nation. If narrow fundamentalism wins out, Indian
democracy itself is in peril.
The Partition of India in 1947 resulted in the biggest forced migration in
history--some 14 million people altogether of which 10 million were from the
Punjab. This book is a holistic study of the first major case of ethnic cleansing
after the Second World War. Besides shedding new light on the events through
secret British reports, it also contains poignant accounts by eyewitnesses,
survivors, and even participators in the carnage on both sides of the border. With
interviewees from both India and Pakistan, the book gives a balanced account of
Partition and shows how religious differences are no bar to peaceful coexistence
unless highlighted by divisive forces. This book will be of immense interest to
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anyone even remotely curious about the happenings of the most traumatic event
in recent Indo-Pakistan history. The second edition marks the 70th anniversary of
the partition of Punjab. It includes more oral histories, each uniquely reflecting the
tragedy of partition. Theoretically, the expulsion of unwanted minorities from East
and West Punjab by complicit governments in the partitioned Punjab to achieve
ethnic cleansing is brought out into sharper relief in the second edition of the
book.
One of the most powerful statements ever written on the subject of caste in India.
Bengal DividedHindu Communalism and Partition, 1932-1947Cambridge
University Press
Through oral histories, interviews and fictional retellings, 'Bengal Partition Stories'
unearths and articulates the collective memories of a people traumatised by the
brutal division of their homeland.
The partition of India in 1947 was a seminal event of the twentieth century. Much
has been written about the Punjab and the creation of West Pakistan; by
contrast, little is known about the partition of Bengal. This remarkable book by an
acknowledged expert on the subject assesses the social, economic and political
consequences of partition. Using compelling sources, the book, which was
originally published in 2007, shows how and why the borders were redrawn, how
the creation of new nation states led to unprecedented upheavals, massive shifts
in population and wholly unexpected transformations of the political landscape in
both Bengal and India. The book also reveals how the spoils of partition, which
the Congress in Bengal had expected from the new boundaries, were
squandered over the twenty years which followed. This is an intriguing and
challenging work whose findings change our understanding and its
consequences for the history of the subcontinent.
This study traces the emergence and development of a Muslim intelligentsia in
Bengal and examines the tension between religious and secular perceptions
which they experience in their social and political lives. It explores the various
factors which have influenced the ideological position of the intelligentsia, such
as ideas derived from their local Indian and trans-Indian linkages as well as
contact with a colonial culture. It argues that while religion has always played an
important role in the life of the intelligentsia its particular manifestation in political
life is a recent phenomenon owing to colonial experiences as well as concerns
about legitimacy in the post-colonial phase. It presents an in-depth account of the
major discourses in nineteenth- and twentieth-century Bengal including
controversies regarding language, identity and nationalism. The distinctiveness of
the study lies in its subject matter and the inter-disciplinary approach to it. The
study has attempted to relate the ideological orientations of the intelligentsia to
their social bases. It finds that the dominant ideology is determined to a large
extent by the nature of the ruling elite, its social base as well as its educational
and intellectual orientations.
Eugene Irschick deftly questions the conventional wisdom that knowledge about
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a colonial culture is unilaterally defined by its rulers. Focusing on nineteenthcentury South India, he demonstrates that a society's view of its history results
from a "dialogic process" involving all its constituencies. For centuries,
agricultural life in South India was seminomadic. But when the British took
dominion, they sought to stabilize the region by inventing a Tamil "golden age" of
sedentary, prosperous villages. Irschick shows that this construction resulted not
from overt British manipulation but from an intricate cross-pollination of both
European and native ideas. He argues that the Tamil played a critical role in
constructing their past and thus shaping their future. And British administrators
adapted local customs to their own uses.
This volume examines a key stage in the development of Hindu nationalism as a
political ideology. It focuses on various movements during the late nineteenth and
early twentieth century which sought to mobilize Hindus by advocating specific
ideas of what it meant to be Hindu. It situates the ideology in the broad context of
colonial rule, particularly with respect to the roots of Indian nationalism and the
impact of colonialism on religion and caste. Much of the current literature on
Hindu nationalism begins with the 1920s, and this book provides essential
background material.
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