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Allah Is Not Obliged
Irshad Manji's message of moral courage, with stories
about contemporary reformers such as Martin Luther
King, Jr., Gandhi, and Islam's own Gandhi, inspire and
show the way to practicing faith without fear. Irshad
addresses all people, Muslim and non-Muslim alike, in
this universal message about the importance of
independent thought and internal strength, of love,
liberty, free speech, and the pursuit of happiness. Allah,
Liberty, and Love is about creating choices beyond
conforming or leaving the faith, which is what Manji
hears from young Muslims who write to her in frustration,
whose emails, letters, and conversations are included in
this book. Manji writes, "I'll show struggling Muslims how
to embrace a third option: reforming ourselves." And she
recounts many affecting stories from young people who
have contacted her for advice on how to step out of
limiting views of Islam and the restrictions they put on
life, love, family, and careers.
This is the first book-length presentation of Muhammad
Shahrur's ideas in English, explaining his ideas on the
need for a contemporary re-reading of the Qur'an, a
reform of Islamic law and the necessity of freedom of
belief in Islam, and other vital issues of Islamic thought
and practice.
Each person is born in a circumstance which is not of his
own choosing. The religion of his family or the ideology
of the state is thrust upon him from the very beginning of
his existence in this world. By the time he reaches his
teens, he is usually fully brain-washed into believing that
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the beliefs of his particular society are the correct beliefs
that everyone should have. However, when some people
mature and are exposed to other belief-systems, they
begin to question the validity of their own beliefs. The
seekers of truth often reach a point of confusion upon
realizing that each and every religion, sect, ideology and
philosophy claims to be the one and only correct way for
man. Indeed, they all encourage people to do good. So,
which one is right?
America’s leading religious scholar and public
intellectual introduces lay readers to the Qur’an with a
measured, powerful reading of the ancient text Garry
Wills has spent a lifetime thinking and writing about
Christianity. In What the Qur’an Meant, Wills invites
readers to join him as he embarks on a timely and
necessary reconsideration of the Qur’an, leading us
through perplexing passages with insight and erudition.
What does the Qur’an actually say about veiling
women? Does it justify religious war? There was a time
when ordinary Americans did not have to know much
about Islam. That is no longer the case. We blundered
into the longest war in our history without knowing basic
facts about the Islamic civilization with which we were
dealing. We are constantly fed false information about
Islam—claims that it is essentially a religion of violence,
that its sacred book is a handbook for terrorists. There is
no way to assess these claims unless we have at least
some knowledge of the Qur’an. In this book Wills, as a
non-Muslim with an open mind, reads the Qur’an with
sympathy but with rigor, trying to discover why other nonMuslims—such as Pope Francis—find it an inspiring book,
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worthy to guide people down through the centuries.
There are many traditions that add to and distort and
blunt the actual words of the text. What Wills does
resembles the work of art restorers who clean away
accumulated layers of dust to find the original meaning.
He compares the Qur’an with other sacred books, the
Old Testament and the New Testament, to show many
parallels between them. There are also parallel
difficulties of interpretation, which call for patient
exploration—and which offer some thrills of discovery.
What the Qur’an Meant is the opening of a conversation
on one of the world’s most practiced religions.
Reveals the influence of Islam in the birth of American
religious freedom, describing how Jefferson studied the
Qur'an because he believed that Islam's Enlightenment
ideals could inform the fledgling country's practical
governance.
This book provided by Islamkotob.com as public domain
book to share Islamic knowledge.If you have benefited
from the book please donate to the publisher using
Bitcoin 1KabbwfAuLBCRYD8xGQkEvUkXCbpzBgvdR If
you have any comments on published book contact info
[at] islamkotob.com
Life During Wartime, As Seen Through the Eyes of Two
Congolese Teenagers Set amid the chaos of West
Africa's civil wars, Emmanuel Dongala's striking novel
tells the story of two teenagers growing up while rival
ethnic groups fight for control of their country. At age
sixteen, Johnny is a member of the Death Dealers, a
rebel faction bent on seizing power. Even as he is drawn
into the rebels' program of terror, Johnny Mad Dog, as
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he calls himself, retains his youthful
exuberance--searching for girls, good times, and
adventure. Sixteen-year-old Laokolé, for her part,
dreams of finishing high school and becoming an
engineer, but as rogue militias prepare to sack the city,
she is forced to leave home with her mother and
brother--and then finds herself alone and running from
the likes of Johnny. Acclaimed in France, Johnny Mad
Dog is a coming-of-age story like no other; Dongala's
masterful use of dual narrators makes the novel an
unusually vivid and affecting tale of the struggle to
survive--and to retain one's humanity--in terrifying times.
A young woman's coming-of-age in 1920, the royal tour
of Edward, Prince of Wales, and the secrets that surface
more than seventy years later. "A perfectly heartbreaking
tale of royalty, lies, and friendship."--Kristin Harmel,
author of The Room on Rue Amélie Australia, 1920.
Seventeen-year-old Maddie Bright embarks on the
voyage of a lifetime when she's chosen to serve on the
cross-continent tour of His Royal Highness, the dashing
Edward, Prince of Wales. Life on the royal train is
luxurious beyond her dreams, and the glamorous, goodhearted friends she makes--with their romantic histories
and rivalries--crack open her world. But glamour often
hides all manner of sins. Decades later, Maddie lives in a
ramshackle house in Brisbane, whiling away the days
with television news and her devoted, if drunken, nextdoor neighbor. When a London journalist struggling with
her own romantic entanglements begins asking Maddie
questions about her relationship to the famous and
reclusive author M. A. Bright, she's taken back to the
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glamorous days of the royal tour--and to the secrets she
has kept for all these years.
Fiery and candid; a provocative and courageous
exploration of what it means to be an Arab woman today.
After the Cold War, Africa earned the dubious distinction
of being the world's most bloody continent. But how can
we explain this proliferation of armed conflicts? What
caused them and what were their main characteristics?
And what did the world's governments do to stop them?
In this fully revised and updated second edition of his
popular text, Paul Williams offers an in-depth and wideranging assessment of more than six hundred armed
conflicts which took place in Africa from 1990 to the
present day - from the continental catastrophe in the
Great Lakes region to the sprawling conflicts across the
Sahel and the web of wars in the Horn of Africa. Taking a
broad comparative approach to examine the political
contexts in which these wars occurred, he explores the
major patterns of organized violence, the key ingredients
that provoked them and the major international
responses undertaken to deliver lasting peace. Part I,
Contexts provides an overview of the most important
attempts to measure the number, scale and location of
Africa's armed conflicts and provides a conceptual and
political sketch of the terrain of struggle upon which
these wars were waged. Part II, Ingredients analyses the
role of five widely debated features of Africa's wars: the
dynamics of neopatrimonial systems of governance; the
construction and manipulation of ethnic identities;
questions of sovereignty and self-determination; as well
as the impact of natural resources and religion. Part III,
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Responses, discusses four major international reactions
to Africa's wars: attempts to build a new institutional
architecture to help promote peace and security on the
continent; this architecture's two main policy instruments,
peacemaking initiatives and peace operations; and
efforts to develop the continent. War and Conflict in
Africa will be essential reading for all students of
international peace and security studies as well as
Africa's international relations.
A dazzling collection of stories, The Prophet of Zongo
Street takes readers to a world that seamlessly blends
African folklore and myths with modernity. Set primarily
on Zongo Street, a fictitious community in West Africa,
the stories -- which are reminiscent of the works of Ben
Okri and Amos Tutuola -- introduce us to wonderfully
quirky characters and the most uproarious, poignant, and
rawest moments of life. There's Kumi, the enigmatic title
character who teaches a young boy to finally ask
questions of his traditions. And as Ali moves his
characters to America we meet Felix, who struggles with
America's love of the exotic in "Rachmaninov." The
Prophet of Zongo Street heralds a new voice and
showcases Mohammed Naseehu Ali's extraordinary
ability to craft stories that are both allegorical and
unforgettable.
Argues that the slave narrative is a new world literary
genre In Runaway Genres, Yogita Goyal tracks the
emergence of slavery as the defining template through
which current forms of human rights abuses are
understood. The post-black satire of Paul Beatty and Mat
Johnson, modern slave narratives from Sudan to Sierra
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Leone, and the new Afropolitan diaspora of writers like
Teju Cole and Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie all are woven
into Goyal’s argument for the slave narrative as a new
world literary genre, exploring the full complexity of this
new ethical globalism. From the humanitarian spectacles
of Kony 2012 and #BringBackOurGirls through gothic
literature, Runaway Genres unravels, for instance, how
and why the African child soldier has now appeared as
the afterlife of the Atlantic slave. Goyal argues that in
order to fathom forms of freedom and bondage
today—from unlawful detention to sex trafficking to the
refugee crisis to genocide—we must turn to contemporary
literature, which reveals how the literary forms used to
tell these stories derive from the antebellum genre of the
slave narrative. Exploring the ethics and aesthetics of
globalism, the book presents alternative conceptions of
human rights, showing that the revival and proliferation
of slave narratives offers not just an occasion to revisit
the Atlantic past, but also for re-narrating the global
present. In reassessing these legacies and their ongoing
relation to race and the human, Runaway Genres
creates a new map with which to navigate contemporary
black diaspora literature.
The Muslim Bridget Jones - the hilarious romantic
comedy from the writer behind Nadiya Hussain's
bestselling The Secret Lives of the Amir Sisters. Sofia
Khan is single once more, after her sort-of-boyfriend
proves just a little too close to his parents. And she'd be
happy that way too, if her boss hadn't asked her to write
a book about the weird and wonderful world of Muslim
dating. Of course, even though she definitely isn't looking
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for love, to write the book she does need to do a little
research . . . 'Snort-Diet-Coke-out-of-your-nostrils funny .
. . will resonate with any woman who's looking for love'
Sarra Manning, author of It Felt Like a Kiss 'Funny and
sparky . . . a smart and acerbic romcom . . . Read Ayisha
Malik's book: it's huge fun.' Jenny Colgan
“A devastating portrait of a boy holding onto the shreds
of his innocence during a war that deliberately,
remorselessly works to yank it away.”—Los Angeles
Times Part Inferno, part Paradise Lost, part Sunjata epic,
Song for Night is the story of a West African boy
soldier’s terrifying yet oddly beautiful journey through a
nightmare landscape of brutal war in search of his lost
platoon. The mute protagonist—his vocal cords cut to
lower the risk of detection by the enemy—writes in a
ghostly voice about his fellow minesweepers, the things
he’s witnessed, and the things he’s done, each chapter
headed by a line of the sign language these children
invented. This “immersive and dreamlike” novella
(Publishers Weekly, starred review) by a
PEN/Hemingway Award winner is unlike anything else
written about an African war. “Not since Jerzy
Kosinski’s The Painted Bird or Agota Kristof’s Notebook
Trilogy has there been such a harrowing novel about
what it’s like to be a young person in a war. That Chris
Abani is able to find humanity, mercy, and even, yes,
forgiveness, amid such devastation is something of a
miracle.”—Rebecca Brown, author of The End of Youth
“Impressive and fast-paced…narrated with such dry and
lucid precision that it brings to mind Babel, Hemingway,
McCarthy.”—Esquire
Page 8/21

Access Free Allah Is Not Obliged
After the death of his mother, ten-year-old Birahima
leaves his Ivory Coast village to search for his for his
aunt, Mahan, journeying across the border into Liberia,
where he and his companions are captured by rebels
and forced into military service, in a compelling novel of
the rivalries, power structures, and customs that fuel
Africa's bitter wars. Original.
Finalist for the National Book Critics Circle Award, a
“phenomenal, indispensable” (USA Today) exploration
of the Latina “sweet fifteen” celebration, by the
bestselling author of How the García Girls Lost Their
Accents and In the Time of Butterflies The quinceañera,
a celebration of a Latina girl’s fifteenth birthday, has
become a uniquely American trend. This lavish party with
ball gowns, multi-tiered cakes, limousines, and
extravagant meals is often as costly as a prom or a
wedding. But many Latina girls feel entitled to this rite of
passage, marking a girl’s entrance into womanhood,
and expect no expense to be spared, even in workingclass families. Acclaimed author Julia Alvarez explores
the history and cultural significance of the “quince” in
the United States, and the consequences of treating
teens like princesses. Through her observations of a
quince in Queens, interviews with other quince girls, and
the memories of her own experience as a young
immigrant, Alvarez presents a thoughtful and
entertaining portrait of a rapidly growing multicultural
phenomenon, and passionately emphasizes the
importance of celebrating Latina womanhood.
ALLAH IS NOT OBLIGED TO BE FAIR ABOUT ALL THE
THINGS HE DOES HERE ON EARTH.These are the words
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of the boy soldier Birahima in the final masterpiece by one of
Africa’s most celebrated writers, Ahmadou Kourouma. When
ten-year-old Birahima's mother dies, he leaves his native
village in the Ivory Coast, accompanied by the sorcerer and
cook Yacouba, to search for his aunt Mahan. Crossing the
border into Liberia, they are seized by rebels and forced into
military service. Birahima is given a Kalashnikov, minimal
rations of food, a small supply of dope and a tiny wage.
Fighting in a chaotic civil war alongside many other boys,
Birahima sees death, torture, dismemberment and madness
but somehow manages to retain his own sanity. Raw and
unforgettable, despairing yet filled with laughter, Allah Is Not
Obliged reveals the ways in which children's innocence and
youth are compromised by war.
This excellent book is translated from the original Arabic book
'Nidham ul Islam' by Sheikh Taqiuddin An Nabahani, an
Islamic jurist, 'alim, writer and the founder of Hizb ut-Tahrir the largest Islamic global political party under a single
leadership. It lays out the fundamentals to develop a strong
Islamic personality and da'wah carrier. It begins with laying
the foundation by explaining the correct way to belief. It
proves the existence of a creator intellectually and the Quran
as the final revelation sent to humanity by Allah (swt). It then
goes on to clarify the important creedal concept of Al-Qada
wal Qadar (fate and destiny), which is often held in a vague
or confused manner. The third chapter, its largest
concentrates on explaining the different ideologies that exists
namely Capitalism, Communism and Islam highlighting the
differences between them giving the reader a clear framework
to understand the world that we live in. After having laid the
basis for the correct belief, intellectual and political thinking, it
then moves onto address the key Islamic legal principles. The
short chapters are intended to focus on the most important
aspects such as Usuli subjects like the meaning of Hukm
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Shar'i, the types of ahkam shariah, Sunnah and emulating
(ta'assi) the actions of the Messenger (saw). The last section
of the book also clarifies misconceptions regarding spirituality
and morals according to Islam as well as articulating the need
for a constitution for the future Islamic state.
This book talks about the life story of Muhammad, may Allah
exalt his mention, and his beautiful manners. It also brings to
light statements for contemporary figures in Western society,
who spoke favorably of Prophet Muhammad, may Allah exalt
his mention.
Research paper from the year 2011 in the subject French Literature, Works, LMU Munich (Fakultaet fuer Sprach- und
Literaturwissenschaften), course: French - Pedagogy,
Didactics, Literature Studies, language: English, abstract:
This approach may at first sight appear like a linguistic revolt
or rebellion since it distorts and massacres the French
vocabulary and grammar. The goal of Ahmadou Kourouma
and his colleagues is to prove that the French language
cannot open up the African Weltanschauung (World view).
The truth is simply that the structure of the French language
fails to describe and express the African thought. This is
exactly what the Canadians, the Swiss and the Belgians
observed that made them invent Canadian French, Swiss
French, and Belgian French. Elsewhere in European Studies
I have advocated this intercultural dialogue in German
Studies (Germanistik and Interkulturelle Germanistik) as a
way out in the poor performance of the dissemination of
German language, literature and culture. Even in English, we
have the Queens English, the American English and the
African pidgin English. Africans can as well have African
French. Each writer faced with the realities of myriads of
African misery: Colonialism, slavery, neo – colonialism, civil
and religious wars, cannot afford the luxury of l’Art pour l’Art.
Ahmadou Kourouma has to use the French language to
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mobilize his people for a way forward. He needed to bear a
genuine testimony to the situation of his people, but he could
not achieve this mobilization of his uneducated people
adequately faced with the dilemma of using a foreign
language.
The "Suns of Independence" considered a masterpiece of
modern African literature, enables the reader to gain unique
insight into African culture and conflicts. Through Fama and
Salimata, the husband and wife at the heart of the story,
Kourouma conveys the confusion that torments many
Africans when a traditional and a later, more materialistic
culture collide. The last of the Dumbuya princes who had
reigned over the Malinke tribe before the European conquest,
Fama seeks a place for himself within the new hierarchy of
bureaucrats and border guards. Salimata, haunted by
memories of a ritualistic excision and a brutal rape, searches
for the means to have a child who will pass on the Dumbuya
legacy to future generations. Interwoven with tales and
proverbs from the ancient Malinke traditions, this modern
novel brilliantly captures the struggles, desires, and dreams of
a people in a West African country living through the
tumultuous days of Independence. -- Publisher description.
In his fascinating, terrifying and often very funny book, James
Hider takes his doubts about religious beliefs straight into the
dark heart of the world's holy wars—from Israel to Gaza to
Iraq—the birthplace that spawned so many faiths—and then
back to Jerusalem. From hardcore Zionist settlers still fighting
ancient Biblical battles in the hills of the West Bank to Shiite
death squads roaming the lawless streets of Iraq in the
aftermath of Saddam; whether it's the misappropriation and
martyrdom of Mickey Mouse by Gaza's Islamists, or a US
president acting on God's orders, Hider sees the hallucinatory
effect of what he calls the 'crack cocaine of fanatical
fundamentalism' all around him. As he meets terrorists,
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suicide bombers, soldiers, ayatollahs, clerics, and ordinary
and extraordinary people alike, the question that sparked his
journey continues to plague his thoughts: how can people not
only believe in this madness, but die and kill for it too? This
extraordinary and timely book takes the God Delusion debate
onto the streets of the Middle East. It casts an unflinching yet
compassionate eye on the very worst and most violent crimes
committed in the name of religion, and then sharply asks the
questions the world needs to answer if we are ever to stand a
chance of facing our own worst demons.
Michael Muhammad Knight embarks on a quest for an
indigenous American Islam in a series of interstate odysseys.
Traveling 20,000 miles by Greyhound in sixty days, he squats
in run-down mosques, pursues Muslim romance, is detained
at the U.S.-Canadian border with a trunkload of Shia
literature, crashes Islamic Society of North America
conventions, stink-palms Cat Stevens, and limps across
Chicago to find the grave of Noble Drew Ali, filling dozens of
notebooks along the way. The result is this semiautobiographical book, with multiple histories of Fard and the
landscape of American Islam woven into Knight’s own story.
In the course of his adventures, Knight sorts out his own
relationship to Islam as he journeys from punk provocateur to
a recognized voice in the community, and watches first-hand
the collapse of a liberal Islamic dream. The book’s extensive
cast of characters includes anarchist Sufi heretics, vegan
kungfu punks, tattoo-sleeved converts in hard-core bands,
spiritual drug dealers, Islamic feminists, slick media
entrepreneurs, sages of the street, the grandsons of Elijah
Muhammad and Malcolm X, and a group called Muslims for
Bush.
What is Remembrance of Allah (Zikr-i-Ilahi)? Why should one
remmber Allah? What are the characteristics of true
Remembrance of Allah according to Islamic teachings?
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These and many other important questions which intrigue the
human mind are answered in this speech delivered by
Hadhrat Mirza Bashir-ud-Din Mahmud Ahmad, Khalifatul
Masih II (ra). It removes many of the misconceptions
regarding the Remembrance of Allah and explains the subject
in the light of the Holy Qur'an and the conduct and sayings of
the Holy Prophet of Islam (saw). Remembrance of Allah
shows a true understanding of the relationship between Allah
and human beings in search of Him. It is a treasure that will
benefit all those who use it to inculcate a living relationship
with their Creator.

The harrowing, utterly original debut novel by
Uzodinma Iweala about the life of a child soldier in a
war-torn African country—now a critically-acclaimed
Netflix original film directed by Cary Fukunaga (True
Detective) and starring Idris Elba (Mandela, The
Wire). As civil war rages in an unnamed WestAfrican nation, Agu, the school-aged protagonist of
this stunning debut novel, is recruited into a unit of
guerilla fighters. Haunted by his father’s own death
at the hands of militants, which he fled just before
witnessing, Agu is vulnerable to the dangerous yet
paternal nature of his new commander. While the
war rages on, Agu becomes increasingly divorced
from the life he had known before the conflict
started—a life of school friends, church services, and
time with his family, still intact. As he vividly recalls
these sunnier times, his daily reality continues to
spin further downward into inexplicable brutality,
primal fear, and loss of selfhood. In a powerful,
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strikingly original voice, Uzodinma Iweala leads the
reader through the random travels, betrayals, and
violence that mark Agu’s new community.
Electrifying and engrossing, Beasts of No Nation
announces the arrival of an extraordinary new writer.
He who wants to observe the reality can do so even
on a single verse... Whether that be a manifestation
in worldly form or a literal verse encrypted in the
Quran... For just as the part contains the whole, a
single verse can be a gateway into endless
realizations, both inward and outward... In this light,
this tiny, yet very special selection and interpretation
of verses by Ahmed Hulusi, released as a
preliminary to Decoding the Quran, is like an
invitation to man, to read and know himself... As only
through a comprehensive knowledge of the self we
have a real chance to know the One! So let us
forego our predetermined conditionings and read as
though we are reading for the very first time... Let us
dive into this ocean of knowledge and melt away our
constructs, fragmenting us from the Absolute One...
Let us enter this portal, stripped from the falsity of
our identities, and begin the enthralling journey from
ourselves, to ourselves! ..". from the One we came,
and to the One we shall return..." (Quran 2:156)
“A gripping tale . . . A convincing, page-turning
evocation of recent history.”—The New York Times
Ray Barton travels to war-ravaged Southeast Asia to
search for his missing friend Michael Langford, a
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brilliant, risk-taking combat photographer who was
stolen into Khmer Rouge Cambodia on a mysterious
mission and disappeared. The search illuminates
Langford’s heroism, his fierce loyalties, and the
personal highways he has traveled to war.
Langford’s empathy for the brave but poorly
commanded Cambodian troops and his love for a
young Cambodian woman have led him in the end to
put down the camera and take up the gun in a
foreign struggle he had made his own. Koch richly
evokes Indochina—from the deceptively tranquil rice
paddies of South Vietnam to the corrupt, doomed
pink-and-white city of Phnom Penh. Highways to a
War is a story of intense relationships forged in a
dangerous and hallucinatory land that continues to
haunt the American soul. “An absorbing, deeply
moving . . . tale of love and heroism. . . . The
evocation of the Cambodian landscape . . . is truly
haunting.”—Kirkus Reviews “Highways to a War
ranks among the best of the . . . literature that has
come out of the agony of the wars in Southeast
Asia.”—The Orlando Sentinel
A powerful and affecting novel of Africa’s childsoldiers, by French Africa’s pre-eminent novelist.
Birahima is ten years old. He lives in the Ivory Coast.
He is a soldier. In Ahmadou Kourouma’s
extraordinary novel, Birahima tells his story. At the
age of ten his mother dies and Birahima leaves his
native village, accompanied by the sorcerer/crook
Page 16/21

Access Free Allah Is Not Obliged
Yacouba, to search for his aunt Mahan. Crossing the
border into Liberia, they are seized by a rebel force
and press-ganged into military service. Birahima is
given a Kalashnikov, minimal rations of food, a small
supply of dope and a tiny wage. Fighting in a totally
chaotic civil war, and alongside many other boys,
some no older than himself, Birahima sees death,
torture, amputation and madness, but somehow
manages to retain his own sanity. Ahmadou
Kourouma’s masterpiece is powerful, terrible and
frequently bitterly funny. From the Hardcover edition.
Chronicles the live of Zimbabwean women in two
stories, the first a tale about a young woman fleeing
the war to seek a new life in Harare, and the second
about a mute teenager struggling to cope with the
pain of incest.
In a fictional African country, Djigui Keita, the king of
Soba, finds that ancestral magic, faith in Allah, and
baked-mud fortifications are insufficient defenses
against French troops and the humiliation of
colonialism
Uwem Akpan's stunning stories humanize theperils
of poverty and violence so piercingly that few
readers will feel they've ever encountered Africa so
immediately. The eight-year-old narrator of "An ExMas Feast" needs only enough money to buy books
and pay feesin order to attend school. Even when
his twelve-year-old sister takes to the streets to raise
these meager funds, his dream can't be granted.
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Food comes first. His family lives in a street shanty
in Nairobi, Kenya,but their way of both loving and
taking advantage of each other strikes a universal
chord. In the second of his stories published in a
New Yorker special fiction issue, Akpan takes us far
beyond what we thought we knew about the tribal
conflict in Rwanda. The story is told by a young girl,
who, with her little brother, witnesses the worst
possible scenario between parents. They are asked
to do the previously unimaginable in order to protect
their children. This singular collection will also take
the reader inside Nigeria, Benin, and Ethiopia,
revealing in beautiful prose the harsh consequences
for children of life in Africa. Akpan's voice is a literary
miracle, rendering lives of almost unimaginable
deprivation and terror into stories that are nothing
shortof transcendent.
Allah is Not ObligedAnchor
“A Nigerian bildungsroman featuring Dantala, a street kid
thrust calamitously into the arms of a gentle sheikh, who
thereafter faces Islamic extremism.” —O, The Oprah
Magazine, “10 Titles to Pick Up Now” Winner of the 2017
Betty Trask Prize A Finalist for the Nigeria Prize for Literature
Nominated for 2017 Hurston/Wright Legacy Award An Indies
Introduce Selection An Amazon Best Book of the Month in
Literature & Fiction Longlisted for the 2016 Etisalat Prize for
Literature In far northwestern Nigeria, Dantala lives among a
gang of street boys who sleep under a kuka tree. During the
election, the boys are paid by the Small Party to cause
trouble. When their attempt to burn down the opposition’s
local headquarters ends in disaster, Dantala must run for his
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life, leaving his best friend behind. He makes his way to a
mosque that provides him with food, shelter, and guidance.
With his quick aptitude and modest nature, Dantala becomes
a favored apprentice to the mosque’s sheikh. Before long, he
is faced with a terrible conflict of loyalties, as one of the
sheikh’s closest advisors begins to raise his own radical
movement. When bloodshed erupts in the city around him,
Dantala must decide what kind of Muslim—and what kind of
man—he wants to be. “An ambitious book that tackles modern
Nigeria’s extremely complex religious landscape with great
insight, passion, and humor by taking us deep into the mental
and emotional space of the country’s most neglected.”
—Uzodinma Iweala, author of Beasts of No Nation
Why not just Allah? Why Muhammad's Allah? This unique
book explains that Allah is not a god (deity) and that this godconcept we have all come to embrace, as a result of
misleading information and conditioning, is not the Allah
expounded by Muhammad (saw). Everyone, from the most
learned to the most ignorant, has a concept of God. A God
that we love, get angry with, judge and even accuse, at times,
for doing wrong by us! We imagine this God, who sits on a
star in the heavens or dwells somewhere in space, to be like
a benevolent paternal figure or a majestic sultan! Those with
broader views (!) are well aware, of course, that such a God
cannot exist and claim they do not believe in a God, proudly
declaring themselves as atheists. Whereas, neither the
aforementioned believers who postulate a God with their
hearsay knowledge and conditionings, nor the atheists who
deny and reject the idea of a God, have any awareness of
Allah as explained by Muhammad (saw)! So what is the
reality of Allah revealed by Muhammad (saw)? Muhammad
(saw), who articulated the Quran to us, taught us there is no
God, that there is only Allah; that there is a System present
within life, by which those who fail to comply, are led to suffer
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the consequences of their own actions. If we live with the
awareness of the existence of an afterlife, our primary
concern should be to know Allah and the life awaiting us after
death, so that we may prepare accordingly. Taking this into
consideration, let us now try to understand the One denoted
by the name Allah disclosed by Muhammad (saw).
In this introduction to the Qur'an, Fazlur Rahman unravels its
complexities on themes such as God, society, revelation, and
prophecy.
"How do gods and spirits come to feel vividly real to peopleas if they were standing right next to them? Humans tend to
see supernatural agents everywhere, as the cognitive science
of religion has shown. But it isn't easy to maintain a sense
that there are invisible spirits who care about you. In How
God Becomes Real, acclaimed anthropologist and scholar of
religion T. M. Luhrmann argues that people must work
incredibly hard to make gods real and that this effort-by
changing the people who do it and giving them the benefits
they seek from invisible others-helps to explain the enduring
power of faith"-The book provides information on the evidence for the truth of
Islam, some benefits of Islam, and general information on
Islam.
In this new novel, the first by a black woman ever to win the
coveted Prix Goncourt, Marie NDiaye creates a luminous
narrative triptych as harrowing as it is beautiful. This is the
story of three women who say no: Norah, a French-born
lawyer who finds herself in Senegal, summoned by her
estranged, tyrannical father to save another victim of his
paternity; Fanta, who leaves a modest but contented life as a
teacher in Dakar to follow her white boyfriend back to France,
where his delusional depression and sense of failure poison
everything; and Khady, a penniless widow put out by her
husband’s family with nothing but the name of a distant
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cousin (the aforementioned Fanta) who lives in France, a
place Khady can scarcely conceive of but toward which she
must now take desperate flight. With lyrical intensity, Marie
NDiaye masterfully evokes the relentless denial of dignity, to
say nothing of happiness, in these lives caught between
Africa and Europe. We see with stunning emotional
exactitude how ordinary women discover unimagined
reserves of strength, even as their humanity is chipped away.
Three Strong Women admits us to an immigrant experience
rarely if ever examined in fiction, but even more into the
depths of the suffering heart.
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