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A Grammar Of Lezgian
The series is a platform for contributions of all kinds to this rapidly developing field. General problems are studied from the perspective of
individual languages, language families, language groups, or language samples. Conclusions are the result of a deepened study of empirical
data. Special emphasis is given to little-known languages, whose analysis may shed new light on long-standing problems in general
linguistics.
The Handbook of Descriptive Linguistic Fieldwork is the most comprehensive reference on linguistic fieldwork on the market bringing together
all the reader needs to carry out successful linguistic fieldwork. Based on the experiences of two veteran linguistic fieldworkers and advice
from more than a twenty active fieldwork researchers, this handbook provides an encyclopedic review of current publications on linguistic
fieldwork and surveys past and present approaches and solutions to problems in the field, and the historical, political, and social variables
correlating with fieldwork in different areas of the world. The discussion of the ethical dimensions of fieldwork, as well as what constitutes the
“typical” linguistic fieldwork setting or consultant is explored from multiple perspectives relevant to fieldwork on every continent. Included is
information omitted in most other texts on the subject such as the collection, representation, management, and methods of extracting
grammatical information from discourse and conversational data as well as the relationship between questionnaire-based elicitation, textbased elicitation, and philology, and the need for combinations of these methods. The book is useful before, during and after linguistic field
trips since it provides extensive practical macro and micro organization and planning fieldwork tips as well as a handy sketch of major
typological features for use in linguistic analysis. Comprehensive references are provided at the end of each chapter as resources relevant to
the reader's particular interests.
This pioneering work draws on on data from over 400 languages from a wide range of language families to establish a typology of four basic
types of predicative possession. It examines their interdependence with other typologies, and explores varieties of related grammaticalization
processes.
The book puts forth an exciting hypothesis for the typologist. Its major claim is that languages can generally be regarded as belonging to a
tense-prominent, aspect-prominent or mood-prominent language type. This grouping can be based upon the relative prominence that
languages attach to one or the other of the three verbal categories, namely tense, aspect and mood, by grammaticalizing the chosen
category to a greater degree than others, and by making it more obligatory, more systematic and more pervasive than others. The grouping,
however, involves a gradation, as is indeed the case with other typological groupings, with some languages manifesting the relevant
characteristic more strikingly than others. There are several characteristics that can be correlated with the relative prominence that languages
attach to verbal categories. For example, tense-prominent languages tend to have mostly active but not stative verbs. They also tend to keep
adjectives as a distinct category, or group them with nouns but not with verbs. Verbal forms used for foregrounding generally belong to the
most prominent verbal category. These and other similar correlations make this typological classification worth pursuing. The book also
contains a descriptive study of the three verbal categories.
Sanzhi Dargwa belongs to the Dargwa (Dargi) languages (ISO dar; Glottocode sanz1248) which form a subgroup of the East Caucasian
(Nakh-Dagestanian) language family. Sanzhi Dargwa is spoken by approximately 250 speakers and is severely endangered. This book is the
first comprehensive descriptive grammar of Sanzhi, written from a typological perspective. It treats all major levels of grammar (phonology,
morphology, syntax) and also information structure. Sanzhi Dargwa is structurally similar to other East Caucasian languages, in particular
Dargwa languages. It has a relatively large consonant inventory including pharyngeal and ejective consonants. Sanzhi morphology is
concatenative and mainly suffixing. The language exhibits a mixture of dependent-marking in the form of a rich case inventory and headmarking in the form of verbal agreement. Nouns are divided into three genders. Verbal inflection conflates tense/aspect/mood/evidentiality in
a rich array of synthetic and analytic verb forms as well as participles, converbs, a masdar (verbal noun), and infinitive and some other forms
used in analytic tenses and subordinate clauses. Salient traits of the grammar are two independently operating agreement systems:
gender/number agreement and person agreement. Within the nominal domain, modifiers agree with the head nominal in gender/number.
Agreement within the clausal domain is mainly controlled by the argument in the absolutive case. Person agreement operates only at the
clausal level and according to the person hierarchy 1, 2 > 3. Sanzhi has ergative alignment in the form of gender/number agreement and
ergative case marking. The most frequent word order at the clause level is SOV, though all other logically possible word orders are also
attested. In subordinate clauses, word order is almost exclusively head-final.
The notion of a propositional content plays a central role in contemporary philosophy of language. Propositional content makes up both the
meaning of sentences and the content of propositional attitudes such as belief. One particular view about propositional content has been
dominant in analytic philosophy, namely the Fregean conception of propositions as abstract mind-independent objects that come with truth
conditions. But propositions in this sense raise a range of issues, which have become a center of debate in current philosophy of language. In
particular, how should propositions as abstract objects be understood and how can they represent things and be true or false? A number of
philosophers in contemporary analytic philosophy as well as in early analytic philosophy and phenomenology have approached the notion of
a propositional content in a different way, not by starting out with an abstract truth berarer, but by focusing on cognitive acts of agents, such
as acts of judging. It is in terms of such acts that the notion of a propositional content, on their view, should be understood. The act-based
perspective historically goes back to the work of Central European philosophers, in particular that of Husserl, Twardowski, Meinong, and
Reinach. However, their work has been unduly neglected and is in fact largely inaccessible to contemporary analytic philosophers. The
volume presents a central selection of work of these philosophers that bear on an act-based conception of philosophical content, some of
which in new translations (one paper by Reinach), some of which published in English for the very first time (two papers by Twardowski). In
addition, the volume presents new work by leading contemporary philosophers of language pursuing or discussing an act-based conception
of propositional content. Moreover, the book contains a crosslinguistic study of nominalizations for actions and products, a distinction that
plays a central role in the philosophy of language of Twardowski.
This volume addresses the relation between finiteness and nominalization, which is far more complex than the simple opposition finitenonfinite. The contributions analyze finiteness cross-linguistically from both synchronic and diachronic perspectives, focusing on a number of
topics that has not been thoroughly explored in the literature. First, the correlation between finiteness and nominalization is also affected by a
third factor, information structure. Second, there is a correlation between the continuum of finiteness and the scale from main/independent
clauses to dependent clauses. Given that of nominalized constructions occur not only in dependent clauses, but also in independent clauses,
it is possible to grade according to degree of nominalization, which can then be related to the scale of finiteness. Finally, each of these scales
can also be seen as a product the diachronic process of re-finitization and of finitization.
This introduction to linguistics for the absolute beginner focuses on the core topics of phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics
and pragmatics. Theoretically-neutral, each essential topic is covered in depth and the author's engaging style encourages interaction from
students by using regular short questions to check comprehension.

Copulas (in English, the verb to be) are conventionally defined functionally as a means of relating elements of clause structure,
especially subject and complement, and considered to be semantically empty or meaningless.They have received relatively little
attention from linguists. Dr Pustet in this extensive cross-linguistic study goes some way towards correcting this neglect. In doing
Page 1/5

Access Free A Grammar Of Lezgian
so she takes issue with both accepted definition and description. She presents an analysis of grammatical descriptions of over 160
languages drawn from the language families of the world. She shows that some languages have a single copula, others several,
and some none at all. In a series of statistical analyses she seeks to explain why by linking the distribution of copulas to variations
in lexical categorization and syntactic structure. She concludes by advancing a comprehensive theory of copularization which she
relates to language classification and to theories of language change, notably grammaticalization.
Morphologie ist die Lehre von den sprachlichen Formen, genauer: von den Flexionsformen und Stammen von Wortern. Somit ist
sie der Teil der Grammatik, dessen Regeln auf Einheiten von hochstens Wortumfang Bezug nehmen, sowie gleichzeitig auch ein
Teil des Lexikons, namlich insoweit komplexe Stamme nicht regelhaft gebildet sind. Das Handbuch informiert sowohl uber
Grundbegriffe und theoretische Ansatze der Disziplin als auch uber morphologische Strukturen verschiedener Sprachen. Es hat
zum Ziel, den heutigen Wissensstand der Morphologie auf allgemeinem Niveau umfassend darzustellen und an hinreichend vielen
Beispielen zu illustrieren. Die grundliche Erlauterung etablierter Begriffe und gesicherter Erkenntnisse, gegebenenfalls erganzt um
die unvoreingenommene Darstellung alternativer Problemlosungen, hat dabei Vorrang vor der Vorfuhrung zeitgenossischer
Stromungen und neuartiger Ansatze.
The present monograph deals with lexical representation and linking within the framework of Functional Grammar. The notion of
predicate frame as originally proposed in 1978 and subsequent refinements of the theory are challenged in that a new format of
representing argument taking properties is formulated. This new format opens new lines of research towards the design of a new
linking algorithm in Functional Grammar.
The eleven selected contributions making up this volume deal with grammatical relations, their coding and behavioral properties,
and the change that these properties have undergone in different languages. The focus of this collection is on the changing
properties of subjects and objects, although the scope of the volume goes beyond the central problems pertaining to case marking
and word order. The diachrony of syntactic and morphosyntactic phenomena are approached from different theoretical
perspectives, generative grammar, valency grammar, and functionalism. The languages dealt with include Old English, Mainland
Scandinavian, Icelandic, German and other Germanic languages, Latin, French and other Romance languages, Northeast
Caucasian, Eskimo, and Popolocan. This book provides an opportunity to compare different theoretical approaches to similar
phenomena in different languages and language families.
The aim of this book is to give the first large-scale typological investigation of pluractionality in the languages of the world.
Pluractionality is defined as the morphological modification of the verb to express a plurality of situations that can additionally
involve a plurality of participants and/or spaces. Based on a 246-language sample, the main characteristics of pluractionality are
described and discussed throughout the book. Firstly, a description of the functions that pluractional markers cross-linguistically
express is presented and the relationships occurring among them are explained through the semantic map model. Then, the
marking strategies that languages display to express such functions are illustrated and some issues concerning the formal
identification are briefly discussed as well. The typological generalizations are corroborated showing how pluractional markers
work in three specific languages (Akawaio, Beja, Maa). In conclusion, the theoretical conceptualization of pluractionality is
discussed referring to the Radical Construction Grammar approach.
Comprehensive reference grammar of Ingush, a language of the Nakh branch of the Nakh-Daghestanian or East Caucasian
language family of the central Caucasus (southern Russia). Ingush is notable for its complex phonology, prosody including minimal
tone system, complex morphology of both nouns and verbs, clause chaining, long-distance reflexivization, and extreme degree of
syntactic ergativity.
The first areal-typological exploration of agreement systems in the world's languages.
This book introduces the principles and practice of writing a comprehensive reference grammar. Several thousand distinct
languages are currently spoken across the globe, each with its own grammatical system and its own selection of diverse
grammatical structures. Comprehensive reference grammars offer a basis for understanding linguistic diversity and can provide a
unique perspective into the structure and social and cognitive underpinnings of different languages. Alexandra Aikhenvald
describes the means of collecting, analysing, and organizing data for use in this type of grammar, and discusses the typological
parameters that can be used to explore relationships with other languages. She considers how a grammar can made to reflect and
bring to life the society of its speakers through background explanation and the judicious choice of examples, as well as by
showing how its language, history, and culture are intertwined. She ends with a full glossary of terms and guidance for those
wanting to explore a particular linguistic phenomenon or language family. The Art of Grammar is the ideal resource for students
and teachers of linguistics, language studies, and inductively-oriented linguistic, cultural, and social anthropology.

This is an introduction to the main categories, constructions, terminology and problems associated with syntax, providing
a basis from which students can proceed to more advanced work.
This is the first comprehensive grammar of Shaowu, a Min language spoken in Shaowu city and its environs in
northwestern Fujian province, China. The book offers first-hand linguistic data collected over four years in the field, now
placed at the disposal of researchers and students working in language documentation, comparative linguistics and
Sinitic typology. It can serve as a reference grammar for those interested in learning the Shaowu language, thereby
helping to preserve it. In addition, the book provides insights into Shaowu's classification which has been widely debated,
thus elucidating its genetic affiliation. The book first presents Shaowu's geography, demography and history. It then
profiles the language's phonology and lexicon, before providing a detailed description of its syntax, notably on its
nominal, predicate, clausal and complex sentence structures, which are the focus of the book. The typological profile of
Shaowu is also treated with the conclusion that the language has Gan, Hakka, Mandarin and even some Wu overlays on
its Min base. The Shaowu language serves an excellent example to illustrate the degree of hybridity a language can
attain due to intensive language contact over time.
A Grammar of LezgianWalter de Gruyter
Of the 6000 languages now spoken throughout the world around 3000 may become extinct during the next century. This
guide gives linguists the tools to describe them, syntactically and grammatically, for future reference.
Capitalizing on the by now widely accepted idea of the construction-specific and language-specific nature of grammatical
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relations, the editors of the volume developed a modern framework for systematically capturing all sorts of variations in
grammatical relations. The central concepts of this framework are the notions of argument role and its referential
properties, argument selector, as well as various conditions on argument selections. The contributors of the volume
applied this framework in their descriptions of grammatical relations in individual languages and discussed its limitations
and advantages. This resulted in a coherent description of grammatical relations in thirteen genealogically and
geographically diverse languages based on original and extensive fieldwork on under-described languages. The volume
presents a far more detailed picture of the diversity of argument selectors and effects of predicates, referential properties
of arguments, as well as of various clausal conditions on grammatical relations than previously published grammatical
descriptions.
The volume is a collection of thirteen papers given at the “Third Syntax of the World’s Languages” conference,
complemented with four additional papers as well as an introduction by the editors. All contributions deal with clause
combining, focusing on one or both of the following two dimensions of analysis: properties of the clauses involved, types
of dependency. The studies are data-driven and have a cross-linguistic or typological orientation. In addition to survey
papers the volume contains in-depth studies of particular languages, mostly based on original data collected in recent
field work.
This is the first thorough description of the Nakh-Daghestanian language Hinuq. Hinuq has about 600 speakers living
primarily in a single village in the Caucasus mountains in southern Russia (Daghestan). During several fieldwork trips,
the author collected an extensive corpus of texts. Based on the data, Forker provides a comprehensive analysis of Hinuq
grammar with reference to other Nakh-Daghestanian languages, to Caucasian studies and to typological and general
linguistic topics.
This volume consists of nine original chapters on central issues in theoretical syntax, all written by distinguished authors
who have made major contributions to generative syntax, plus an introductory chapter by the editor. Dedicated to Tarald
Taraldsen, the collection reflects the diverse energies that have pushed the cartographic program forward over the last
decade. The first three papers deal with subject extraction, the que/qui alternation, and relative clause formation. Luigi
Rizzi presents arguments that subjects are 'criterial' and that subject extraction is highly restricted. Hilda Koopman and
Dominique Sportiche concur, suggesting that what appears to be subject extraction in French has been misanalyzed, and
involves a relative structure. Adriana Belletti shows that children avoid using object relatives, preferring subject relatives,
even when it requires passivization. The fourth paper, by Ian Roberts, analyzes the loss of pro-drop in the history of
French and Brazilian Portuguese. The papers by M. Rita Manzini and Richard S. Kayne both present novel analyses of
complementizers, suggesting that they are essentially nominal, rather than verbal. The final three papers address the
relationship of morphology to syntax. The first two argue for a syntactic approach to word formation, Guglielmo Cinque's
in a typological context and Anders Holmberg's within an analysis of Finnish focus constructions. The final paper, by
Edwin Williams, presents an argument for the limitations of the syntactic approach to word formation.
This book makes a fundamental contribution to phonology, linguistic typology, and the nature of the human language faculty. Distinctive
features in phonology distinguish one meaningful sound from another. Since the mid-twentieth century they have been seen as a set
characterizing all possible phonological distinctions and as an integral part of Universal Grammar, the innate language faculty underlying
successive versions of Chomskyan generative theory. The usefulness of distinctive features in phonological analysis is uncontroversial, but
the supposition that features are innate and universal rather than learned and language-specific has never, until now, been systematically
tested. In his pioneering account Jeff Mielke presents the results of a crosslinguistic survey of natural classes of distinctive features covering
almost six hundred of the world's languages drawn from a variety of different families. He shows that no theory is able to characterize more
than 71 per cent of classes, and further that current theories, deployed either singly or collectively, do not predict the range of classes that
occur and recur. He reveals the existence of apparently unnatural classes in many languages. Even without these findings, he argues, there
are reasons to doubt whether distinctive features are innate: for example, distinctive features used in signed languages are different from
those in spoken languages, even though deafness is generally not hereditary. The author explains the grouping of sounds into classes and
concludes by offering a unified account of what previously have been considered to be natural and unnatural classes. The data on which the
analysis is based are freely available in a program downloadable from the publisher's web site.
This book reconstructs what the earliest grammars might have been and shows how they could have led to the languages of modern
humankind. It considers whether these languages derive from a single ancestral language; what the structure of language was when it first
evolved; and how the properties associated with modern human languages first arose.
Ura demonstrates that his theory of multiple feature-checking, an extension of Chomsky's Agr-less checking theory, gives a natural
explanation for a wide range of data drawn from a variety of languages in a very consistent way with a limited set of parameters.
This grammar provides a grammatical description of Palula, an Indo-Aryan language of the Shina group. The language is spoken by about
10,000 people in the Chitral district in Pakistan’s Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Province. This is the first extensive description of the formerly littledocumented Palula language, and is one of only a few in-depth studies available for languages in the extremely multilingual HindukushKarakoram region. The grammar is based on original fieldwork data, collected over the course of about ten years, commencing in 1998. It is
primarily in the form of recorded, mainly narrative, texts, but supplemented by targeted elicitation as well as notes of observed language use.
All fieldwork was conducted in close collaboration with the Palula-speaking community, and a number of native speakers took active part in
the process of data gathering, annotation and data management. The main areas covered are phonology, morphology and syntax, illustrated
with a large number of example items and utterances, but also a few selected lexical topics of some prominence have received a more
detailed treatment as part of the morphosyntactic structure. Suggestions for further research that should be undertaken are given throughout
the grammar. The approach is theory-informed rather than theory-driven, but an underlying functional-typological framework is assumed.
Diachronic development is taken into account, particularly in the area of morphology, and comparisons with other languages and references
to areal phenomena are included insofar as they are motivated and available. The description also provides a brief introduction to the speaker
community and their immediate environment.
This book proposes a framework for describing languages through the description of relationships among lexicon, morphology, syntax, and
phonology. The framework is based on the notion of formal coding means; the principle of functional transparency; the notion of functional
domains; and the notion of systems interaction in the coding of functional domains. The study is based on original analyses of cross-linguistic
data.The fundamental finding of the study is that different languages may code different functional domains, which must be discovered by
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analyzing the formal means available in each language. The first part of the book proposes a methodology for discovering functional domains
and the second part describes the properties of various functional domains. The book presents new cross-linguistic analyses of theoretical
issues including agreement; phenomena attributed to government; nominal classification; prerequisites for and implications of linear order
coding; and defining characteristics of lexical categories. The study also contributes new analyses of specific problems in individual
languages.
The handbook offers an overview of syntactic theory and analysis, in terms of different theories, different languages, and different methods.
The Handbook presents the state of art in syntactic analysis, also dealing with the methodology employed, and the rules of argumentation
required to achieve such analyses for a wide range of phenomena.
Seminar paper from the year 2002 in the subject Speech Science / Linguistics, grade: 2, Free University of Berlin (Institut für Englische
Philologie), course: PS Pronominalsysteme in der Sprachen der Welt, language: English, abstract: According to Kremer (1997: 30), reference
to people is mostly made by using full, lexical noun phrases, proper names and pronouns. With regard to linguistic gender, nouns and
pronouns are closely related. In fact, Greenberg’s implicational universal No. 43 is: ?If a language has gender categories in the noun, it has
gender categories in the pronoun` (1966:96). Pronouns, which are always mentioned as one of the traditional word classes, represent a very
heterogeneous collection of `closed-class words with nominal function` (Quirk et al. 1985:335). The Lezgian is spoken by about 400,000
people in southern Daghestan and northern Azerbaijan in the eastern Caucasus. Lezgian has been written since 1928, first in the Latin
alphabet, from 1938 onward in the Cyrillic alphabet. The grammar, which I used describes the standard language, which is based on the
lowland Güne dialect. Lezgian is a member of the Lezgic branch of the Nakho-Daghestanian family of languages. The family tree of NakhoDaghestanian is shown in (1) (following Hewitt 1981 a:197).
This widely acclaimed textbook provides a complete introduction to the syntax of human languages.

Drawing on the data and history from a wide range of languages, from Atayal to Zapotec, this volume brings together
leading scholars in the field of tense and aspect research resulting in 18 contributions on the perfect and some of its
close relatives (e.g. iamitives). Different approaches complement each other to shed light on the source, emergence,
grammaticalization, and the typological extension of perfect constructions cross-linguistically. One focal point is the socalled aoristic drift, where the perfect comes to resemble the simple past or aorist (often via the hodiernal ‘today’
reading). The semantics and pragmatics of perfects are also investigated through their interaction with other categories
(e.g. negation, mood). Over time some perfects undergo auxiliary doubling or omission, or the auxiliary becomes subject
to selection. These facts also receive special attention in this book, presenting new insights on perfects in both wellstudied as well as very understudied languages.
The grammatical category of voice covers a wide range of phenomena, including causatives, applicatives, passives,
antipassives, middles, and others. Drawing on data from over 200 languages, Fernando Ziga and Seppo Kittil illustrate
the semantic, morphological, and syntactic variation of voice across languages from a range of families and regions.
They approach the topic from a broad and explicit perspective, and discuss a variety of topics that are not always
regarded as voice, in order to make a clear and useful conceptual delimitation. Clearly organized and accessibly written,
the book will be welcomed by students and scholars of linguistics, especially those interested in how grammatical
categories work.
This book explores the semantics of tense, aspect, modality and evidentiality in the North-East Caucasian (NakhDaghestanian) language family. It offers an overview of the most challenging features and provides in-depth studies of
selected TAME systems in a number of languages.
Are compounds words or phrases - or are they neither or both? How should we classify compounds? How can we deal
with the fact that the relationship between the elements of sugar pill ('pill made of sugar') is different from that in seasickness pill ('pill to prevent sea-sickness')? Are compounds a linguistic universal? How much do languages vary in the
way their compounds work? Why do we need compounds, when there are other ways of creating the same meanings?
Are so-called neoclassical compounds like photograph really compounds? Based on more than forty years' research, this
controversial new book sets out to answer these and many other questions.
The main function of language is to convey meaning. The question of why language is structured the way it is, Heine
here argues, has therefore to be answered first of all with reference to this function. Linguistic explanations in terms of
other exponents of language structure, e.g. of syntax, are likely to highlight peripheral or epi-phenomenal rather than
central characteristics of language structure. This book uses basic findings on grammaticalization processes to describe
the role of cognitive forces in shaping grammar. It provides students with an introductory treatment of a field of linguistics
that has developed recently and is rapidly expanding.
The endangered languages crisis is widely acknowledged among scholars who deal with languages and indigenous
peoples as one of the most pressing problems facing humanity, posing moral, practical, and scientific issues of enormous
proportions. Simply put, no area of the world is immune from language endangerment. The Oxford Handbook of
Endangered Languages, in 39 chapters, provides a comprehensive overview of the efforts that are being undertaken to
deal with this crisis. A comprehensive reference reflecting the breadth of the field, the Handbook presents in detail both
the range of thinking about language endangerment and the variety of responses to it, and broadens understanding of
language endangerment, language documentation, and language revitalization, encouraging further research. The
Handbook is organized into five parts. Part 1, Endangered Languages, addresses the fundamental issues that are
essential to understanding the nature of the endangered languages crisis. Part 2, Language Documentation, provides an
overview of the issues and activities of concern to linguists and others in their efforts to record and document endangered
languages. Part 3, Language Revitalization, includes approaches, practices, and strategies for revitalizing endangered
and sleeping ("dormant") languages. Part 4, Endangered Languages and Biocultural Diversity, extends the discussion of
language endangerment beyond its conventional boundaries to consider the interrelationship of language, culture, and
environment, and the common forces that now threaten the sustainability of their diversity. Part 5, Looking to the Future,
addresses a variety of topics that are certain to be of consequence in future efforts to document and revitalize
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endangered languages.
The series builds an extensive collection of high quality descriptions of languages around the world. Each volume offers a
comprehensive grammatical description of a single language together with fully analyzed sample texts and, if
appropriate, a word list and other relevant information which is available on the language in question. There are no
restrictions as to language family or area, and although special attention is paid to hitherto undescribed languages, new
and valuable treatments of better known languages are also included. No theoretical model is imposed on the authors;
the only criterion is a high standard of scientific quality.
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